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Introduction

The new season of excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer began in April of 1999 and
continued until the end of November. The site was divided into three separate areas of
investigation. The main focus of the excavation was a continuation of the existing trench J
(fig. 1) with an extension of 28 metres square in a westerly direction, there was also a
small extension to the north of 1 metre width to allow further investigation of the large pit
cut by the north/south ditch. The purpose of this investigation was to determine whether
the line of post holes running south to north, and appearing to continue past the
boundaries of the previously excavated enclosure, were as suggested a fence line. The
ditch running from east to west had provided significant finds of pottery, shell, bone and
small finds and was traced for a further six metres. This particular ditch provided interest
and stimulation for all members of the unit and was of special educational benefit. A
second trench was cut south of the fence line within the tree precinct, this trench covered
an area of 16 metres square. The purpose of this excavation was to examine the ground
between the two buildings excavated previously. This excavation would uncover a large
section of the ditch surrounding the clump of trees and it was anticipated that several new
sections could provide detailed dating evidence for the ditch. The final area of excavation
was to be an area within the trees close to the known cemetery site. This is a small piece
of ground previously covered by a tree and not investigated before. The excavation of the
previous burials undertaken in the 1950’s provided no dating evidence for the human
remains. A new burial in this location would provide the opportunity for accurate radio
carbon dating.

A geophysical survey using a RM 15 resistivity metre was conducted in the south field. An
area of 4000 square metres was covered by the survey. The survey concentrated on land
to the east and south of the clump. This area has been the subject of geophysical
investigation before, but the new survey allowed computer involvement and provided a
greater depth of interpretation.

A total of 42 people participated over the season including a large contingent of new
members. Over 428 working days were conducted on the archaeological investigations at
Rocky Clump. Educational training in techniques of excavation was given to all new
recruits and an appreciation and identification of finds from the site. Further educational
pursuits included training in site planning and section drawing and a number of the team
took the opportunity to learn about these disciplines and indeed provided useful additions
to the skilled section of team members. Training was also undertaken in resistivity
surveying and many members gained valuable experience in the use of the equipment.
Post excavation finds processing was conducted by the majority of Field Unit members
and continues with specialist day schools in the studies of metal finds and flint
appreciation. A possible day school in bone identification, utilising the bones from this
season, is being planned at the Booth Museum. The Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society Field Unit and the dig at Rocky Clump were the subject of a small television
promotion by Meridian Television screened in January 2000.



The Excavations

The site at Rocky Clump has changed in its approach to recording on a number of
occasions, the intensity of study and the manner of recording is to provide as much
information as possible within our resources. The new areas of investigation began with
top soil removal by trowel and the recording of all artefacts found including 19th century
and contemporary materials. After the recording of the contemporary materials and their
locations documented the artefacts were disposed of, museums inclined not to store such
items. The site was divided into 2 metre square grids and each given~ a separate context
number. All artefacts found within that area were recorded with that context number. This
method of recording has been undertaken for the past four years and allowed a spatial
disposition of materials in the plough soil to be plotted. Dot density diagrams of flint and
fire cracked flint have been produced over the area investigated (figs 2 & 3) and top soil
pottery deposits are being examined, shell and bone do not survive well in top soil
contexts.

The main thrust of the excavation in 1999 was westwards. The new section produced
further features including post holes, an extension to the existing east/west ditch and a
new substantial ditch. The excavations also produced a new section of the ephemeral
‘Medieval’ boundary ditch that runs south to north from Patchway field, across Rocky
Clump and down the hill towards Flint Heap. A small extension to trench ‘J’ along the north
boundary allowed further examination of the large pit cut by the north/south ditch. Another
large pit (context 411) was also revealed in this operation. After the removal of the top soil
an area of intense archaeological disturbance was revealed concentrated in the south east
quadrant of the site. The site was planned prior to excavation to maintain a complete and
accurate record. The complexity of the features and their stratigraphical relationship had to
be intensely studied and the area was divided into alternate grid sections to allow this to be
recorded, contexts 439-448 inclusive (fig. 4). The sections were excavated and after
excavation drawn in section on all aspects, they were also photographed and a video
record compiled before removal of the remaining sections. Soil samples were taken for
environmental evidence.

A new section was cut south of the fence line within the tree area. A large deposit of
’dumped’ large tree stumps, remains of the 1987 gale, restricted the investigation. A trench
8 metres long and 2 metres wide was cut and produced a significant section of the ditch
surrounding the trees at Rocky Clump. This section of ditch lies between to the 2 buildings
found during the previous excavations. A pit and 2 post holes were also revealed. The new
trench was divided into 2 metre square sections for top soil removal and recorded as
separate contexts, context numbers 305,306, 307 and 314. The pit and post holes were
planned but not excavated, these features will require further top soil removal before they
are totally accessible. This is planned for the year 2000.

The ditch within the tree area was divided into 1 metre wide sections and excavated in an
alternative fashion, contexts numbers 454,455,457,458467,469 and 470. After the
excavated sections were drawn and photographed the remaining sections were removed.
The section on the east side of the ditch was observed as being part of an earlier ditch
investigation from the excavations of 1996/1997 and was not touched. This area of ditch
had been the subject of an earlier investigation by Clive Skeggs, who had apparently cut 2
sections in this area. An area of chalk rubble in the top soil appeared to locate his spoil
h~ap. The final trench planned was the examination of the area close to the cemetery
location. This area was pegged out and cleared, but time and intensity of activity in the
other 2 areas allowed no further investigation.



The Features

Context 348 and Context 408 Ditch Section

Context 408 was a 50cm extension to the east/west ditch running across trench ‘J’. As a
training exercise the ditch was cut back to produce a clean surface for section drawing
training. This small excavation area provided some of the most significant finds of the
excavation to date. From the top surface of the lower fill of the ditch (Context 408B) Iron
Age decorated pottery was uncovered. The pottery is decorated with criss cross lines and
is quite distinct. A second item from a lower layer, (context 408C), produced a part of a
horse bridle, a casting of bronze.

Context 398 Pit

This feature is a considerable pit only partially revealed within the trench south of the fence
line.

It was planned but not excavated. The feature will be the subject of investigation in 2000.
Some Roman pottery was retrieved from the surface layer.

Contexts 399 and 400 Post Holes

These features were planned but not excavated, as with pit context 398 they will be looked
at in 2000.

Context 411 Pit

This pit was almost circular in diameter measuring 1.5 M, its depth at maximum was
52cms. The pit was conical in shape and roughly finished, a crudely constructed feature.
The fill was predominantly chalky loam with a few large flint nodules. A small area on the
west side of the pit contained a fill of very heavy clay (Context 411A), but no finds were
revealed in this layer. Roman pottery was found in the upper layer of the loamy fill
including an impressive piece of base or possible lid. A number of stake holes were noted
around the pit contexts 426,427 and 428.

Context 412 (including contexts 413, 414, 415,416,417 and 449) Pit/Ditch

Context 412 has proved to be the most complex pit investigated. This pit is cut by the north
south ditch and was partially excavated in 1998 under context number 356/342A. The new
section excavated moved the north baulk of the site back a further 1 metre and revealed
pit 411 at the same time. The pit was sectioned with the removal of the east side, allowing
the section drawing to be added to the original north/south ditch section drawing. The west
side was removed and a new complete east/west section drawing recorded. Although
there were a number of discreet stratigraphical layers, most were very ephemeral. The
predominant layers were a large pit contexts 413,415,416 arid 417 cut by the significant
ditch context 412. The pit fill consisted of a dark chalky loam, the pit fills contained larger
quantities of medium chalk nodules and on their west face some small quantities of clay
fill. The pit overlays a solution hollow pit and the clay layer became distinct during the
autumn period. The lower layers of the pit cut down to the chalk bedrock. The overall
dimensions of the pit were 2.2M wide and I.05M deep. The finds from within this feature
have included pottery shell, bone and quantities of sarsen stone. A significant piece of
sarsen stone measuring over 50cms in length and of considerable weight was found within



the pit. The sarsen had noted tool markings down the sides, but no clear ledgings or
artistic creations were observed. The stone was moved with difficulty and was left in the pit
during back filling. During the 1998 excavations this pit produced a finds of a sheep skull
lying on top of a layer of oyster shells. This year another skull was revealed of a cattle
skull, horns removed, lying above a layer of winkle and mussels shells. The extreme
bottom layer of the pit revealed the complete scapula of an ox (to be confirmed).

Contexts 431, 432, and 433 Post Holes

The new post holes found included 431,432 and 433. These 3 post holes were in
alignment and evenly spaced, the post holes also aligned with a post hole considered to
be part of the fence line from the 1998 excavation context 398. All 3 post holes were
severely truncated. The fill of all of the post holes consisted of chalky loam with small
nodules of flint.

Post Hole Diameter Depth
431 56cms 65cms
432 64cms 16cms
433 56cms 12cms

Context 436/452 ‘Medieval’ Boundary Ditch

The new excavations revealed a new section of the ‘medieval’ boundary ditch. This ditch
running south to north across the whole field is of significant depth within the trees of
Rocky Clump but has been severely destroyed by ploughing in the north field. It appears
only intermittently and this year the excavation provided an important section crossing the
Roman ditches providing important evidence that it is a later feature. The width varied from
30cms to 20cms and the depth measured only 20mm maximum. The ditch was completely
ploughed away at the north end, 5 metres from the south baulk. The fill was of chalky loam
and no discreet finds were found within the limited fill.

Context 437 Double Post Hole/Pit

This feature was oval in shape. The feature was 80cms long and 50cms wide with a depth
of 10-14cms. The feature resembles a double post hole, but the fill of chalky loam and
traces of clay and the insignificant depth make interpretation difficult. Topographical
considerations may provide interpretive comments. Initial excavations tended to suggest a
linear feature abutting this post hole on its west side (context 435) but excavation of this
area produced only chalk bedrock and suggested the feature to be an archaeological
smear

Context 440 Ditch (Including contexts 443, 445, and 446)

A complicated arrangement of features nestled at the south east corner of the site. It was
anticipated that the ditch running across the site of trench ‘J’ would continue and these
contexts are the western extension of this ditch. At the new western limit of the ditch the
measurements of the ditch were 80cms wide and 52cms in depth. The ditch in this section
had a distinct flat bottom, with vee shaped sides. The fill consisted of chalk loam with
significant quantities of large sarsen stones. Finds included pottery, shell and bone and a
small find of an iron blade was found in the upper strata of the lower fill of context 443B.
This particular east/west section provided evidence for several cuts on this ditch feature



alignment, see below. A post hole (context 468) cut into the ditch at the western end of the
centre cut.

Context 442 Ditch (Including contexts 441, 444,447 and 453)

The most significant additional feature found during the new excavations was the
uncovering of a third ditch. This new ditch lies on an east/west orientation parallel to the
original east/west ditch and only 30cms away to the south of it. The east termination of the
new ditch was found and the ditch disappears under the baulk to the west. The new ditch
is significantly wider and deeper than the other east/west ditch measuring 1.8M wide and
90cms depth. There is a chalk ridge between the 2 ditches (context 453) and this feature is
1 0cms below the natural chalk bedrock curve. The terminus of this ditch is elongated
rather than circular with a chute style configuration. The ditch has steep sides and a flat
bottom. Tool marks were in evidence in places. The stratigraphical details produced a
number of distinct layers. The top layer consisted of chalky loam, the second a layer of
medium chalk nodules interspersed with large nodules of flint and sarsen stones. a third
layer in evidence was a second loamy layer and finally the deepest layer consisted of
chalk rubble. Finds included pottery, bone and shell with a small find of a repaired section
of Samian Ware.

Context 451 Pit

This feature was very truncated and had been disturbed by the cutting of both east/west
ditches. Only the south west quadrant of the feature survived in tact. It is difficult to discern
whether it is a small pit or large post hole. The fill consisted of chalky loam.

Context 468 Post Hole

This post hole was cut into the fill of ditch section context 440. The post hole measured
52cms in diameter and 24cms deep. The fill consisted of chalky loam with small chalk
nodules.

Ditch Section in trees Contexts 454,455,457,458,467,469 and 470

The ditch section in the trees, south of the fence line, is an important corridor between the
building found in the trees and determined the ‘shrine’ feature and the new enclosure
construction found in the field to the north. It was noted during excavation of the ditch that
the north side is 25-30cms lower than the south side. It is known that the field boundaries
have changed over time and the variation in height emphasises the affect of ploughing on
the erosion of the features. A small find of a coin of Emperor Trajan (AD 98-117) was
found on the north side of the ditch in context 457. The coin lay in the upper fill just below
plough soil level. The sections cut into the same ditch in 1997/1998 were clearly observed
but no visible signs remained of the 2 sections cut by Clive Skeggs in 1986. The ditch fill
consisted of 4 well stratified layers, sections showed the ditch had been re-cut at on the
north side at a later date. The upper layer consisted of a considerable depth of leaf mould,
the ditch sealed upper layer was a very dark loam of very loose consistency while the
lower layers comprised a layer of small chalk nodules over the bottom layer of large chalk
nodules. The ditch was heavily disturbed by tree root activity many still in situ, but dead.
Finds from the ditch included artefacts from the Roman period through to the 20th century,
with ceramics from both periods appearing in the same stratified layers. The ditch cuts into
the side of the large pit context 398 and post dates this feature containing Roman pottery
in its upper fill. The ditch has cut no other features. The important area of ditch is where it



cuts the ‘medieval’ ditch running through the trees and out into the north field,
unfortunately a large fallen tree overlies this section requiring future generations to
examine this significant section. The ditch around the trees would be expected to cut the
medieval ditch.

The Assessment Trenches

A number of assessment trenches were cut to answer a number of questions. The
geophysical survey in September 1998 had produced interesting anomalies of linear
configuration. To try and determine the nature of some of these anomalies 2 trenches were
cut to the north of the trench ‘J’. These trenches, contexts 462 and 463, measured 2
metres by 2 metres square and were removed and back filled on the same day using
mattocks and shovels. Both trenches produced indications of archaeological layers in the
vicinity, neither reached chalk layers and digging ceased when intrusion into
archaeological layers was construed. Both areas are in regions of high resistance which
tend to suggest masonry features, however, the areas excavated tended to suggest pits or
ditches.

Further trenches were cut to the west of the existing site of trench ‘J’ to try and determine
the extent of both the ditches running parallel east to west. These linear assessment
trenches contexts 461 and 464 were extended on a number of occasions with context 464
extended eastward to provide evidence for the continuation of post holes contexts 431,432
and 433.

The Geophysical Survey

A resistivity survey was conducted on lands to the south and east of Rocky Clump. The
area was surveyed in 1998 using a RM4 resistivity meter, but the survey of 1999 used the
newly acquired RMI 5 equipment using enhanced data-logging abilities. The survey of
1998 was an educational exercise for Karma Wiles and her field note book, Karma
produced an artistic interpretation based on random figure disparity. A coloured drawing
highlighting anomalies was produced. The survey of 1999 had information transferred
through to computer access and allowed a computer graphical image to be produced of
the anomalies (fig. 5). The computer allowed manipulation of data, highlighting and
emphasising areas of interest. The area investigated measured 4000M square.

The Finds

The Pottery

The pottery recovered from the 1999 excavations has included a number of Iron Age
fabrics and one significantly decorated sherd found in ditch context 408B. The majority of
the pottery is still grog tempered East Sussex Wares, with quantities of grey wares from
Hardham and East Chiltington still being found. Samian pieces were found in many of the
contexts and ditch 440B produced one piece of ’repaired’ Samian. Much of the Samian
appears to be platter but bowls are also represented. The Sussex Archaeological Society
now consider Samian as small finds. The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society will
compile a list of Samian pieces and contexts to compliment this approach to recording
when they examine the pottery in detail. The pottery from the new large ditch context 440
will be the subject of dating analysis during the next post excavation process.

Previous reports have been based upon Dr Malcolm Lyne’s expertise and this dates the



pottery above the sealed layers and on the cobbled floor to 3rd/4th century while the sealed
contexts of the north/south and east/west ditches have proved to be 1st and 2nd century.

The Bone

The new excavations have produced a small assemblage of bone remains from sealed
contexts. Notably the pit cut by the north/south ditch has produced both the skull and
scapula of an ox, white the new ditch sections tend place an emphasis on cattle, with
sheep, goat and pig present. The bone has been examined for diagnostic pieces and the
species confirmed or determined by the arrangement of a day school at the Booth
Museum this year. A copy of the interim bone analysis sheet has been produced (fig.6)

The Mollusc

A small assemblage of marine and land molluscs were retrieved from sealed contexts. The
predominant species was oyster. The large pit containing the cattle skull also produced a
very ephemeral layer beneath the skull of mussel and winkle shells. The shells have been
sorted and are now the subject of a more detailed analysis. An interim report on the shell
analysis has been produced (fig.7). Many of the oyster shells showed signs of parasitic
infestation, including Phoplura, Ciliata and Clionne. Further shell reports will consider the
extent of the infestations on oysters found at Rocky Clump.

Flint Materials

Flint flakes and fire-cracked flint have been found during the 1999 excavations. The
quantities are not proving significant other than a general dispersal over the whole site.
The presence of fire fractured flint does hint at a domestic site close by. Th~ flint is mainly
hard hammered struck and can be ascribed to the Late Neolithic / Bronze Age periods.
There were no distinct finds of diagnostic tools or artefacts. A list of the flint material
interim report has been compiled (fig.8). Miscellaneous Materials

Materials found and providing artefacts for further research include glass and slag. A
considerable amount of opaque glass has been found in the top layers of plough soil
contexts. One piece of Roman glass was recovered from the sealed context of ditch 440B.
Slag has been found in a number of contexts throughout the excavation but no detailed
analysis of the deposition has been formulated. Other materials recovered from plough soil
contexts include brick, tile, slate and clay pipe stems. All these materials have been
documented and an interim list compiled (fig.9).





suggestion of a completely separate new building on a different orientation to the 2 existing
buildings found, the evidence is very ephemeral at this instance.

The ditches were examined in detail and the assessment trenches showed that the north
ditch running east/west terminates within a metre under the baulk. The south parallel ditch
begins close to this termination point and runs for a further distance of 11 metres
westward, where this ditch terminates. The new ditch is significantly larger that the earlier
ditches found and has a well defined shape. Although a much larger feature it has been
the earlier ditch that has produced the more notable finds in both quantity and quality.

The ditch running from south to north, cutting the larger pit context 456, was cut back a
further 1 metre. This pit has produced some very interesting archaeological records. The
pit is probably a rubbish pit, but collections of finds within its precincts do suggest some
possibility of ritualistic activity. A large worked sarsen stone from the middle deposits lay
below the skull of a sheep facing northwards and deliberately placed over a bedof oyster
shells. Below the sarsen stone lay a cattle head, with the horns removed facing south and
buried over a layer of mussel and winkle shells. The scapula of a cow was removed from
the deepest layer, possibly used in the pit construction. The double finds of animal and
shell remains in such proximity may provide evidence for a varied diet or possible offerings
to divinities of both land and sea. Iron Age and Roman religious sites often incorporated
head cults, but the number of heads found at Rocky Clump do not compare to such sites
as Chanctonbury Ring where extensive quantities of pig and boar teeth were found. It is
the method of burial that hints at religious practise.

The ditch running around Rocky Clump was the subject of a detailed examination. The
ditch was described in the earliest excavation as a temenos for the shrine enclosure. The
new excavations of the ditch showed it to be a very disturbed feature. Finds from all the
fills included both Roman pottery and 20th century materials, including brick tile and slate.
The fill was completely different to fills from the other Roman ditches. Coin evidence from
the ditch have included the recently recovered coin of Trajan and earlier a coin of George
III from the same stratigraphical layer. Despite the tempting coin of Trajan, which could
suggest a very early temenos ditch around the ‘shrine’, the evidence from all the ditch fill
layers suggest a ditch dating to the 18th century and associated with the creation of a
game bird reserve in the new Pelham garden landscape.

The new features revealed during the 1999 excavations indicate that the search for the
complete story of Rocky Clump, its origins and ending are far from concluded. The ditches
and additional post holes hint at further developments in both north and south directions.
The fact that 2 buildings have now been excavated and that the location of a cemetery is
recorded still lack significant details. The site has produced no real evidence, other than
artefacts, for settlement. Iron age round houses would expect to be part of the
archaeological record. Hin Iron age pottery suggests they must be in the vicinity.
Geophysical anomalies suggest further rectangular features north of the existing
excavations (fig. 12) and new geophysical surveys in the south field, already mentioned,
note a number of circular anomalies and linear anomalies abutting these. Roman
settlement would normally include such features as corn drying ovens but these are
noticeably absent. Roman sites generally include a reliable water source and this still
needs to be located.

In conclusion it is obvious that Rocky Clump still has many secrets concealed and a full
understanding of the site is yet to be determined. The buildings found from the earlier
excavations are of considerable size and the terms Roman farm or Roman Shrine could



equally apply at this moment. The discreet finds while hinting at ritual are far from
conclusive. Rocky Clump has been suggested as forming perhaps a prototype villa site
(Gilkes pers comm.) where a local indigenous Iron Age family group have succumbed to
Romanisatión with the creation of rectangular building techniques. Why this development
did not continue can only be the subject of conjecture, perhaps lacking in fiscal resources
restricted the conversion of the settlement to a more formalised villa style farm. The limited
coin evidence suggests a poor rather than rich site The location of the site, between the
sea and downland scarf bottom villa sites, is interesting and its elevation again hints at
religious rather than agricultural environments. Rocky Clump is proving to be an enigmatic
site and has extensive potential for producing vital new information abo~ut this form of
settlement. The site excavation is proving extremely important in respect of the fact that so
few low status Romano-British settlements have been examined in such detail.

The excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer have provided ample opportunities for the
people of Brighton and Hove to become actively involved in archaeological field work.
Training and education in the techniques and disciplines have been of paramount
importance and many new members have enjoyed the benefits of belonging to such a
vibrant and motivated group. The excavations will continue and the processing of the finds
the subject of further educational programmes. The site for the year 2000 has been
pegged out and measures 12 metres by 16 metres, removal of top soil has already begun.
The new excavations plan to investigate the linear anomalies found during the 1998
geophysical survey in ati area north of trench ‘J’.

The existing trench ‘J’ has been back filled and returned to the farmer for agricultural use.
An extension of the trench south of the fence, within the trees, is planned to investigate the
large pit and post holes revealed in that area and a new extension north of the existing
excavation is already in operation.
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