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INTRODUCTION

In April the field unit returned to Rocky Clump and the south field large enclosure under
the directorship of Pete Tolhurst. The north section of the site, which had a large section
of the top soil removed by machine, had been excavated in 2018. The new season
would endeavour to remove the remaining top soil from the remaining designated
excavation area. The emphasis would be to cut a number of sections to examine the
lower east/west ditch, while removing any remaining top soil to the south and east to
seek out new features.

Geophysics were conducted for a second season at Pangdean on lawn to the east of
the house. Another survey was conducted at Lower Bevendean on the site of a farm
long since demolished, but which had a barn dating back to the medieval period. This
project was held with the support of the Bevendean Local History Group.

BHAS outreach continued with a good number of visits to local schools with our Stone
Age finds and presentation. The outreach team continued working down at Brighton
museum cataloguing and re-packing finds from the Slonk Hill excavations and other
sites.

A small excavation was conducted at Preston Manor finding some interesting bits and
pieces, with a ground penetrating radar survey (GPR) conducted after the dig. The
survey was of the whole croquet lawn.. The new survey produced some very interesting
anomalies, suggesting large hidden walls close to the south end of the manor house.

There was training in the use of the total station, section drawing and planning. Most of
the team are encouraged to use the archaeological passport, a useful document for
those contemplating a career in archaeology.

Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This
season finds processing sessions were held at the ASE workshops in Portslade and at
the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the appropriate finds being both washed and
marked. There was good support from the membership at both locations.

Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their
doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete the
washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations. BHAS members also
assisted A.S.E. with the marking of finds from excavations they conducted at Chichester
and Hardham.
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The BHAS bones team, lead by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the
bone material from the excavations, and thisisconduct ed at Carol 6s home ¢
Newhaven.

This year there was only a single watching brief on a small cutting along the Ditchling
Road where a sign for the Southdown National Park was being erected. BHAS did visit
and record finds from a house in Southampton Street, Brighton, where the house owner
had found a collection of interesting items under the floorboards when renovating their
kitchen area.

Hard copies of the BHAS Field Notebook are now passed to Barbican House library, the

East Sussex Records Office at The Keep, and the National Monuments Records Office
atSwindon.CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society
Devereux and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a

copy. CD copies are passed to Ms L.Johnson at Brighton and Hove Planning

Department, Neil Griffin, the County Archaeologist, and Brighton Museum,

John Funnell 4t November 2020
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AN INTERIM REPORT ON THE EXCAVATIONS AT ROCKY CLUMP,
STANMER PARK

Site Code: 500300

April T October 2019

Photo: Courtesy P. Tolhurst
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Appendices
A few thoughts on the Geology of Rocky Clump by Tony Corrigan.
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Excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer 2019.
1) Introduction

It was in April 2019 that the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society (BHAS) returned
to Rocky Clump (Fig 1.) The new seasons work was focused primarily to the east end of
the large enclosure which was partially excavated and recorded in 2018. The
excavations in 2019 also investigated the remaining section in the central area and
south east corner of the enclosure, the substantial lower east/west ditch and the east
side of the main trench (Fig. 2).

Rocky Clump has had numerous excavation seasons and been under archaeological
investigation since 1946. There are a number of publications about the various
excavations, including a smal/l bookl et :
which was published in the Sussex Archaeological Collections (Gilkes 1997). John
Funnell led the excavations from 1991 to 2013 and various reports have been published
in the BHAS Field Notebooks since 1999 (Funnell), 2018 (Funnell/Tolhurst) and are
accessible on the BHAS website.

In 2019 the author led the excavations continuing his second year as site director. He
was ably assisted by several members of the BHAS field unit undertaking site
supervisory roles including Stefanie Freiling, John Skelton and John Funnell. Stefanie
took on the role of training officer for the total station and taught a number of members
how to set up and use the equipment. She also assisted with the finds collection,
recording and supervision of the site. Apart from excavation, John Skelton focused very
much on the photography of the excavated features and continued the development of
photogrammetry 3D created images. John Funnell was involved with most of the section
drawings and planning and also assisted with training members of the team in the
recording of features.

During the year a total of 47 different people volunteered to participate in the
excavation, and we hosted two visits by the Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) in July
and September.

Generally, favourable weather was experienced throughout the year with a total 4.5
digging days lost through inclement weather. There was one complete week of digging
in August, which was well supported. For the second year running, training has been an
important discipline on site, particularly in the use of the total station and geophysical
surveying. Other training initiatives included the recognition of archaeological sediments
and on-site section drawing.

Details of all the previous seasons of excavations have been published in the BHAS
field notebooks and are available for viewing at Barbican House Library, Lewes; The
Keep, Falmer; and on the BHAS website (located under archives).

The 2018 season of excavations revealed the post holes of a possible granary
structure, a large grain storage pit, and subtle linear flint arrangements, possibly
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associated with a threshing and winnowing building. The 2018 season also produced
new baby burials in the upper east/west ditch. Pottery from the east ditches had
included a later Iron Age decorated Gallo- Belgic vessel.
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Fig 1. ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS DETAILS 1947-2019
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Fig 2. Rocky Clump Excavations 2018—2019

2) The 2019 excavations

The extentofthe6open areadé excavation trench was est:
spoil heap located to the west end of the excavation. Almost all of the upper (northern)

section of the trench had been fully excavated and recorded during the last season. The

exceptonto t hi s was the | arge fAbell 6 grain storag:
and excavated during the 2018 season. During the winter period this pit was covered

and protected.

The O0open areabd trench was s pllodated giidnmumber2 m x 2 m
in 2018 (Fig 3.) The same grid numbers were used to identify top soil removal locations

in 2019. As new features were revealed, context numbers were issued (Fig 4), with

some of them proving quite complex and having a multitude of layers in the various

ditch fills.
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The excavations commenced with a number of 1 metre sections being cut to investigate
certain areas of the substantial lower east/west boundary ditch. Each ditch section was
3 metres in length (north to south), and these were extended, where necessary, to find
the ditch edges. Each of the sections were defined by a letter, with A. B.C, D, G, H, |
and K recorded on the context drawing. Each section was then sub divided into fill
contexts as they were being excavated (Fig 5.).

At the east end of the lower east/west ditch new sections E, F, and J investigated the
south/east corner of the enclosure. Small sections had been cut in this area during 2018
but they had only been partially excavated. It did, however, confirm that this ditch
continued as a much smaller feature going eastwards towards the baulk edge. The
remaining fills of this smaller ditch were removed during the 2019 season.

A number of new sections were also cut through the unexcavated fills of the lower and
upper north/south ditches, including the removal of the remaining fills of the large grain
storage pit. The northern terminus of the lower north/south ditch was also fully
excavated.

Along the length of the large upper east/west boundary ditch two sections were cut in
the west and central areas revealing a new baby burial. At the east end of this ditch
another new section was opened and extended northwards to determine the eastern
area of the ditch terminus. The object of this was to investigate whether a re-cut of this
ditch could be identified and to determine the complete width of this ditch.

Towards the end of the season all of the remaining top soil at the east end of the trench
was removed revealing a number of post holes, together with areas of solution. All of
these features were fully excavated and recorded.

A number of test pits were sunk within the south field to the north and west of the

excavation to investigate a number of the geophysical anomalies that were seen on the
geophysics results provided by David Staveley.
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