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Introduction  
 
The new season of activities for the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were 
focused this year on the excavations at Hog croft field, Ovingdean. The excavations 
are now being directed by the new BHAS Archaeological Secretary John Skelton. 
Once again the excavations were supported by a good number of people. The team 
were joined this year by a number of new faces including a student from Finland. 
 
The excavations at Ovingdean are beginning to expand with permission for 4 new 
large size trenches. It is becoming obvious that the past trial trenching has produced 
more questions than answers, and that larger sized trenches may provide more 
detailed information about what lies beneath Hog Croft field. The Saxon pottery 
found in 2014 was evidence that this field may have possessed earlier occupation, 
and the large pit found in 2014 indicates a good possibility of finding earlier material 
and features 
 
Geophysics has been much a part of the BHAS research programme this year with 
resistivity surveys at Gallops Farm, near Barcombe, Hempstead Farm near Uckfield 
and Preston Park, Brighton.   
 
The Society conducted one watching brief along the route of the Juggôs Road that 
runs from Brighton to Lewes. The watching brief also included the excavation of a 
small section of the footpath before it was covered with a modern layer of protective 
materials. 
 
Training in archaeological techniques was once again a feature of the excavations, 
with several of the team enhancing and using the expertise gained at training 
courses. Pete Tolhurst has now been appointed Training Manager and will be 
responsible for the training of new recruits. He will also keep a log of the members 
activities and a record of their achievements. Part of this years programme has been 
on site training with Jane Russell teaching planning and section drawing and Lisa 
Fisher teaching about archaeological photography. Both of the courses were well 
supported. 
 
Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and 
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of 
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This 
season up to 26 people attended each finds processing sessions held at the ASE 
workshops in Portslade and at the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the 
appropriate finds being both washed and marked.  
 
Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their 
doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete 
the washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations. 
 
The BHAS bones team, led by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the 
bone material from the excavations, and this is conducted at Carolôs home at 
Newhaven. 
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This field notebook also includes some archove material about fielw alking that 
Sociey conducted at Sompting in 1995 
 
Hard copies of this report are now passed to Ms L.Johnson at Brighton and Hove 
Planning Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton 
Museum, Barbican House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National 
Monuments Records Office at Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the 
Societyôs web master Mr Martin Devereux and are made available to the field unit 
members and others who desire a copy. 
 
 
John Funnell 28th September 2016 
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Introduction  

 

  Following successful excavations in 2014 a Written Scheme of Investigation 
for excavations to continue in Hog Croft, Ovingdean was submitted by BHAS to 
Brighton and Hove City Council in 2015 and it was approved for excavation to start in 
April that year.  This report gives preliminary observations from the excavation.  
Further excavations have already started in Hog Croft to further develop our 
understanding of the site based on these observations 
 

Hog Croft is a field situated to the North of St. Wulfranôs Church, Ovingdean 
(Fig. 1) and it is believed to contain the remains of a medieval manorial complex 
dating from at least 1200 AD.  This site has been a frequent subject of geophysical 
investigation and excavations by the Society between 1986 and 2014.  The 2015 
excavation was designed to build on the previous findings.  The objectives of the 
2015 excavation included:- 

a) Further investigate the structure of the northern bank with particular reference 
to the 

      nature and extent of the cobbled surfaces. 
 
b) Extend the area of excavation at the eastern end of the bank out into the 

surrounding field to see if archaeological features extend beyond the known 
medieval complex and if they do to establish their relative phasing. 

 
c) Better understand the extent and significance of the archaeology to inform 

future management and protection of this site. 
 
d) Provide facilities for public engagement in archaeology by providing training, 

accommodating site visits and presenting talks to local interested parties. 
 
 
 
 It was initially intended to open four 6x6 m trenches (P1 - P4) over the 
Eastern terminus of the East-West bank forming the Northern boundary of the 
manorial complex but excavation was slower than anticipated and only two of the 
trenches (P1and P2) were opened (Fig. 2).  This meant that objective b was not 
achieved. 
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Location Map   
 
Fig. 1      Site of excavations in Hog Croft, Woodingdean  

 
                                                    a.  Aerial view         ©GoogleEarth 

 
                                                          b.  Plan view     

                                    © BHCC 
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Archaeological Work Undertaken  
 
 Excavation of two 6x6 m trenches leaving much of the medieval archaeology 
intact.  All work was undertaken by members of BHAS and short term community 
volunteers and students under the supervision of John Skelton (Site Director) and 
John Funnell (Deputy Site Director). 
 
Site Plan  
 
Fig.2  Plan of proposed trenches P1 - P4 in relation to 2014 trenches. (SW to top). 
 

 

Preliminary Results  
 
  A large number of features were recorded during excavation mostly 
consisting of 
 cuts into the chalk bedrock, cuts into the surrounding earthworks and flint structures. 
   
The overlying strata was typically composed of a silty clay loam topsoil (Context A) 
with very few inclusions, under which was a layer of gravel (Context B) of varying 
thickness but typically only a few centimetres thick.  The gravel was composed of a 
poorly sorted mixture of well rounded flint pebbles and angular flint stones up to 5 cm 
in size.  Unless archaeology was present below context B  the next stratum was a 
variable thickness of silty/sandy clay loam with abundant, poorly sorted inclusions of 
flint (up to about 20 cm in size) and chalk (up to about 10 cm in size) (Context C).  A 
similar context constituted the fill of most of the cuts into the chalk.  There were 
some exceptions and variations and these will be described and discussed in the 
final report. 
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 Artefacts recovered from context A were typically ñmodernò and ranged from 
a glazed pottery,  nails and pieces of roofing tile. 
 
 Context B produced mixed finds but included green glazed pottery sherds, 
beads, copper alloy objects, iron arrow heads, marine shell and small bones.  Many 
of these finds were spot dated as ñmedievalò. 
 
 Context C produced a similar array of finds to the gravel layer except that 
large pieces of bone were often found, mainly of pig, sheep and cow. 
 
 Very few datable artefacts were recovered from within postholes and other 
features other than the buried soil beneath the earthworks. 
  
 
Trench P1  
 
 The location of trench P1 is on the presumed outside of the terminus of the 
earthwork bank bounding the North West of the complex and trench P2 is on the 
presumed inside. 
 
 Removal of contexts A and B revealed flint structures and flint scatters as 
illustrated in Fig 3.   Unfortunately a trench opened in 2002 cuts diagonally through 
this area and disrupts the stratigraphy just at the point where the chalk bank 
terminates.  Records from this previous project have still to be analysed.  However,  
The chalk bank can clearly be seen in the South corner of the trench and the 
remains of a mortared flint wall lie to the North East.    Running North East to South 
West is a linear scatter of flints with a clear area running between the flints and the 
chalk bank and flint wall.  In the North corner of the trench is a protrusion of chalk 
apparently coming from beneath the flint scatter.  Spot dating of pottery finds from 
this area suggest a late medieval origin for these structures. 
 
 The interpretation at this stage is that the clear area to the South East of the 
flint scatter represents a fence line running up the outside of the chalk bank and 
joining the flint wall at a right angle.  The chalk protrusion may be some sort of 
reinforcing buttress.  The flint wall does not appear to have been built for strength as 
the use of mortar is sporadic throughout the remains and the foundation is not onto 
natural chalk.  It may be a revetment for the chalk bank or an ornamental "garden 
wall".  This interpretation  may suggest that there is a gateway into the compound 
North East of these structures.  This suggestion is supported by the discovery of a 
large post hole (not yet fully excavated) between the flint wall and the chalk 
protrusion. 
 
 The original plan was to leave much of this presumed medieval archaeology 
intact but following a visit by the Assistant County Archaeologist a decision was 
made to completely excavate this trench in 2016. 
 
 A sondage along the South West edge of the trench has confirmed the 
nature of the chalk bank as revealed in 2014 as an unstructured mound of chalk 
blocks and rubble on top of a buried soil containing early medieval (Saxon) pottery. 
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 A sondage in the North corner of the trench has uncovered a large ditch 
estimated at 1.8 metres wide and one metre deep running South West to North East.  
Unfortunately the Western edge of this ditch is truncated by a modern water mains 
ditch.  It is proposed to explore this ditch further in 2016 with excavation of trench 
P3.  

Fig. 3  Photogrammetric plan of trench P1 (South to the top left) 

 

  














































































































