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INTRODUCTION

The new season of activities for the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were
focused this year on the excavations at Rocky Clump. Once again the excavations were
supported by a good number of people. This year the local Sussex volunteers were
joined by a number of people from London and Southampton and other areas
throughout Sussex. A number of the team did participate in the excavations at Bridge
Farm during July and August and took advantage of the numerous study events, but
most of the team remained at Rocky Clump.

During May the BHAS Field Unit were asked to assist Archaeology South East (A.S.E.)
with their excavations at Patcham. A new housing development revealed houses, pits
and ditches dated to the Saxon and medieval period. The excavations continued for
over a month and gave the field unit a great opportunity to work with a professional
team., and suffice to say that BHAS proved themselves very able in the professional
environment.

A resistivity survey planned for Beacon Hill, Rottingdean had once again to be
postponed for a variety of reasons. Beacon Hill does contain two Neolithic long barrows.
Surveys conducted on the hill in past years have produced some interesting anomalies.
However, the hill is a well managed local nature reserve and the Society has to work
around nesting birds and sheep grazing.

David Staveley conducted a large magnetometry survey to the north east of Rocky
Clump in the early part of the season. A number of people had noted circular anomalies
on Google Earth and it was thought that perhaps these features were round houses.
Sadly the survey failed to find any evidence for settlement or round houses.

Training in archaeological techniques was once again a feature of the excavations, with
several of the team enhancing and using the expertise gained at training courses. John
Skelton has agreed to become an assistant site director. This season he has focused
on his own small excavation in the north/east section of the site, investigating the
possible interaction between the ‘trackway’ found in 2011 and the upper east/west ditch
and other features.

Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and
these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of
these post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit. This
season up to 26 people attended each finds processing sessions held at the ASE
workshops in Portslade and at the Patcham Community Centre, with all of the
appropriate finds being both washed and marked.

Once again Archaeology South East (ASE), the local professional Unit, opened their
doors and allowed BHAS members to use their finds washing facilities and complete the
washing of all of the pottery from this seasons excavations.
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The BHAS bones team, lead by Carol White, continue with the processing of all of the
bone material from the excavations, and this is conducted at Carol’s home at
Newhaven.

A second baby burial was found at Rocky Clump this season, and the remains have
already been passed to the bones team, along with 2 Skulls from Rocky Clump, found
at Winchester Museum, finds from the early excavations in the 1950’s.

The Society was involved in a number of watching briefs throughout the year. These
projects are the diminishing list of watching briefs allocated to BHAS during the past
year or so. New watching briefs will be passed to professional units only.

Mr Geoff Bennett the senior planner (Conservation) left Brighton and Hove City Council
this year and has been replaced by Ms Sanne Roberts.

Hard copies of this report are now passed to Ms S. Roberts at Brighton and Hove
Planning Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton Museum,
Barbican House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National Monuments Records
Office at Swindon.

CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society’s Webmaster Mr Martin Devereux and are
made available to the field unit members and others who desire a copy.

John Funnell 28th January 2014
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ROCKY CLUMP EXCAVATIONS 2013

(Interim Report)

(Pits, ditches and layers with a baby burial)

By John Funnell, edited by Mark Gillingham with contributions by John Skelton

Introduction

The new season of excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer, near Brighton commenced
in early April (Fig 1.). The weather in the previous weeks had delayed the start being, as
it was, extremely cold and too uncomfortable for working. Another set back was that our
local digger driver was not available due to ill health and this meant that the top soil had
to be removed by hand once again. The farmer, Mr David Robinson, had harrowed the
vestiges of grass in the field just before our arrival and on setting up the electric fencing
we found a ‘La Tene’ brooch not far from the site of last seasons digging.

The object this year was to extend a trench started in the latter part of 2012 which had
produced evidence for burning. This section also revealed a continuation of a ditch
found in 2011 running south/east to north/west. The new trench would investigate
another 6 metre length of the large north/south west boundary ditch and more of the
‘interior’ of the Iron Age enclosure.

A magnetometry survey of the east side of the north field was undertaken by David
Staveley and some members of the BHAS field unit.

The excavation was once again used as a training facility for those members wishing to
enhance the skills gained from dayschools and other training sessions. Some members
moved to Bridge Farm during July and August with several taking advantage of their
free training sessions on a variety of subjects including pottery analysis and
environmental sampling.

A number of new people joined the team this year, with several coming down from
London on a regular basis and one group joining us for a day at Patcham. They came
all the way from Southampton. New members of the BHAS field unit were also recruited
from Bridge Farm and a dig conducted by the Sussex School of Archaeology at Isfield.
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The Magnetometry Survey

During the winter of 2012/2013 members of the BHAS Field had noticed on Google
earth some circular features in the north field and to the east of the copse of trees at
Rocky Clump. It was thought that these circular features could be associated with round
houses. Early in the spring of 2013 David Staveley conducted a magnetometry survey
of an extensive area east of the trees at Rocky Clump and continuing northwards down
into the adjacent valley. The extensive survey failed to find any trace of features that
could be construed as archaeological.

The Excavations

The section that had been partially excavated at the end of 2012, context 347, had been
back filled for protection from frost (fig 2.). The exposed surface had been covered with
a blue tarpaulin and then with back filled soil (Fig 3.). The first objective was to remove
this overburden and also set up lines to extend the boundaries of the trench. The
previous boundary, having been identified, was extended to 14 metres east/west and 6
metres north/south. The site extension northwards by another 2 metre width was
allocated new top soil contexts 373-379. The new 2 metre addition to the west boundary
of the site was allocated top soil contexts 380 and 381. New contexts numbers were
given to the 1 metre strip that lay between the south boundary of the new excavations
and the north boundary of the 2012 excavations. These contexts, 382-386, were
partially explored with only top soil, contexts 382 and 386, being removed. (Fig 4.)

A number of new features had been revealed in the latter part of 2012 including a sooty
soil surface indicating burning in Context 367. A new extension to the small north/south
ditch found in 2012 was also revealed, context 365, and a new western section of the
‘barn’ floor was uncovered, context 362. As the season progressed and new areas were
opened up new features were revealed, excavated and recorded. (Fig 5.)

A small trench was opened in the north/east section of the site to investigate the
complex series of features found previously in that location. The excavations in 2011
had revealed a feature considered to be a possible ‘trackway’ running north of and
parallel to the ‘upper east/west enclosure boundary ditch. The trackway was thought to
be where chalk from the very deep ditches had been removed, possibly using a cart.
However, in 2012 a new investigation of the possible terminus of the ‘trackway’ revealed
a deep gully cutting and intercutting with a series of pits. One of these pits cut into the
north side of the ‘upper’ east/west boundary ditch. The new trench in 2013 would extend
the investigations westwards to seek a greater understanding of this complex area. (Fig
6.)

During the latter part of the season the north side of the site was extended by another 2
metres and given top soil context numbers 394, 395, 396, 438, 443 and 444. While the
easterly contexts 394, 395, 396 and 443 were fully excavated down to natural geology
the west contexts 438 and 444 were only partially excavated. However, the most
westerly context, 444, was taken down to reveal the upper section of the large
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north/south ditch it covered and also the back fill for the south/west section of the 2011
excavations which did confirm the accuracy of the site plans.

Although the new trenches were not extensive the excavations did reveal a complex
series of layers and intercutting features.
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The Features

The Ditches (Fig 7. & 7a.)

The Small North/South Ditch Context 365 (Fig 8. a-a, b-b & c-c.)

The most visible feature revealed in 2012, and subsequently in 2013, was a
continuation of a small ditch context 304, running south/east to north/west across the
site. The new section had been given context number 365 in 2012. A small area to the
west of this feature, context 366, latterly came down onto natural chalk and was not a
feature. The small north south ditch had a pair of sondages cut to examine the variation
in fills between the ditch and the adjacent floor layers located either side of the ditch.
The sondages consisted of contexts 410, 411, 412 and 413 located at the north section
of this ditch and contexts 414, 415 and 416 located lower down the slope. The sections
confirmed that the ditch varied in width and depth along its length. After excavation the
central section, located over the ‘middle’ east/west ditch measured 1 metre wide with a
depth of 23cms, while at the southern end and at the baulk it was only 60cms in width.
The north section appeared to have a ‘dog-leg’ step to the west and at this point
measured only 28cms in width and only 17cms in depth. The north/east side of this
ditch terminated at the natural chalk. The small channel at the north end was allocate
context 423 but revealed only light loam and no finds.

This small north/south ditch had a deeper, shallower, gully running along its length and
this section measured 24cms in width and had a depth of 13cms. The fill of the ditch
was of a light clay loam, and this was very noticeable amongst the surrounding light
brown chalky loam.
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The Small East/West Ditch Context 364 (Fig 7a.) (Fig 9. d-d)

In 2012 a magnetometry survey across the south field at Rocky Clump produced an
interesting collection of new features including a new ditch, context 364. The new ditch
appeared to terminate at the junction with the large north/south west boundary ditch.
This feature carried on out into the field in a westerly direction before turning
dramatically and then heading south easterly. A small section of this feature was
uncovered in 2012 but never investigated, although it was planned. One of the reasons
for extending the site in a westerly direction in 2103 was to investigate this feature. This
new ditch was divided into several sections to allow for a detailed study of the
stratigraphy. The context numbers allocated were 432, 433, 434 and 435. Contexts 433
and 435 were removed first, with the others excavated later after the sections had been
recorded.

The ditch had a fill of light chalky loam and was quite shallow. It was flat bottomed for
most of the length and terminated at a pit located on the west side of the large
north/south ditch, context 458. The ditch measured 50cms wide and was up to a
maximum 23cms deep, but this did vary along the length of the feature.

The most significant observation about this shallow ditch was the large number of large
snail shells found within the fill. It was while the main north/south ditch was being
sectioned that a similar concentration of snail shells was found in the upper fill of this
ditch, context 429. It soon became apparent that the shallow east/west ditch did not
terminate at the pit context 458, but continued eastwards across the large north south
ditch and finally linked up with the small north/south ditch context 365. These 2
relatively shallow ditches formed the north/east junction of a much later enclosure.

Set into the eastern section of this ditch, and located above the east side of the large
north/south ditch was an area of burning, and a solid well fired surface of a hearth
context 447.
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The ‘Middle’ East/West Ditch Contexts 398, 419, 442 & 439 (Fig 7a.) (Fig 9. (e-e) –
(i-i)

This ditch was called the middle east/west ditch as it was located within the Iron Age
enclosure with the ‘lower’ east/west ditch being the southern enclosure boundary ditch
and the ‘upper’ east/west ditch being the north boundary ditch. The middle ditch is
located within the enclosure and maybe an earlier feature, but does appear to have
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some correlation with the ‘barn’ building having at one time a chalk causeway
constructed across it (found in 2012).

The ditch was divided into 1 metre wide sections to record any variation in the ditch fills
as it progressed westwards. The predominant fill, once again, was similar to the fill
found in 2012 which was a heavy clay deposit in the upper fill, which produced few
finds. The west terminus of this ditch was revealed in 2013 and the final section cut at
this end, context 445, showed that the lens of clay continued almost to the end of the
ditch, but not quite. The lower fill consisted of a light chalky loam, although the end
nearest to the west terminus did have a proliferation of large flint nodules.

The ditch which was a fairly regular shape along it s length measured 1.15M in width
and 0.6M in depth. The bottom of the ditch was rounded. The ditch appears to terminate
almost in line with the west end of the ‘barn’ building.

The Large North/South Ditch Contexts 424, 425, 429, 430 and 431 (Fig 7.) (Fig 10.
(j-j) to (l-l) & (Fig 11. (m-m) and (n-n))

The western boundary of the Iron Age enclosure is called the large north/south ditch. It
has been partially excavated in other locations in both 2011 and 2012. The new section
proved to be similar to the previous excavations revealing a thick, dark, silty layer as the
upper fill and a light chalky loam as the lower. The fills were not that simplistic and other
subtle intermediary layers were also recorded. The upper dark layers produced the
most numerous finds with significant amounts of pottery and large quantities of animal
bone towards the bottom of this upper fill. Some of the pottery from this fill had raised
eye-brow decoration and one sherd, found in context 430A, had an interesting lined and
zig-zag pattern,. The lower chalky fill produced fewer finds. The most interesting find
from the upper layer was a coin of the Emperor Nero found in context 425A.

Several sections were cut through the ditch, contexts 424, 429 and 431 and after
recording the section details the remaining sections were removed. The top soil from
the remaining link to the 2011 excavations had only the top soil removed. The fills in this
section were never excavated due to time limitations.

The ditch measured 2.3M in width and 1.53M in maximum depth which included the top
soil. The sides were steep and ‘V’ shaped and as proven in the previous examinations
had a flat bottom. A number of incursions were noted with pits 457 and 458 being cut on
the west side of the ditch and an elongated pit 459 being cut on the eastern side of the
ditch.. The north section of the ditch, context 431 did produce a number of pieces of iron
slag in the upper fill which may indicate some small metal working activity. Soil sample
analysis may reveal more about activities in this area.
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The Pits

Pit Context 458 (Fig 7.) and (Fig 11. (n-n) context H)

This large pit was located on the west side of the large north/south ditch. It measured
1.3M in length (north to south) and cut into the west side of the ditch by 0.85M. It had
vertical sides and still had vestiges of a lower chalky fill in the bottom layers. Due to time
restrictions and poor weather the bottom of this features was never reached but the
excavated depth was 44cms. The feature appears to have been cut by the north/south
ditch and the fill was similar to the main ditch fills showing that it was being used, like
the main ditch, for depositing rubbish.


