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Introduction

The new season of activities for the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society were
originally considered as a new chapter for the BHAS Field Unit. A new team had been
brought together to lead the next phase of excavations. Unfortunately during the winter
months of 2011/2011 and during the early summer of 2011 this new team were badly
affected by family and health issues and the mantle of site director fell to the President of
the Society Mark Gilligham. The Archaeological Co-ordinator, John Funnell, continued to
assist Mark Gillingham and Norman Phippard at the Rocky Clump excavations.

The loss of key people from the team did affect the numbers of projects completed with no
geophysical surveying conducted this year, but joint ventures with The Culver project were
enjoyed by the team.

The most significant feature this season was the number of people out in the field digging
at Rocky Clump. The power of the internet, along with advertising in the magazine Current
Archaeology, drew people in from across the globe, including diggers from Australia,
Russia, Sweden, France, Belgium and Spain. More ‘local’ volunteers travelled from
London, Salisbury and Milton Keynes. The excavations provided a rich mixture of people,
both young and old, all working together in a delightful camaraderie.

Training in archaeological techniques was once again a feature of the excavations, with
several of the team enhancing and using the expertise gained at training courses at the
Barcombe Roman bath house excavations.
Post excavation activities have included finds washing, marking and cataloguing and

these events have been supported by a number of archaeological day schools. All of these
post excavation processes have proved popular with the BHAS field unit.

Hard copies of this report are passed to Mr G.Bennett at Brighton and Hove Planning
Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton Museum, Barbican
House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National Monuments Records Office at
Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society’s web master Mr Martin Devereux
and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a copy.

John Funnell 8th May 2012
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Excavations Around Rocky Clump 2011

Interim Report

Introduction

The new 2011 season of excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer Park, Brighton saw the
beginning of what could effectively be called the third phase of excavations around the
copse of trees called Rocky Clump.

The first phase consisted of the excavations conducted by Walter Gorton and Charlie
Yeates from 1947 to 1986 that revealed, within the trees, the possible Roman ‘shrine’ and
the, as yet, undated possible ‘Saxon’ cemetery. This report was published as ‘Rocky
Clump: A Forgotten Shrine’ (Gorton). In 1997 the Sussex Archaeological Collections
published ‘Excavations at Rocky Clump, Stanmer Park, Brighton’ (Gilkes). In the latter
document the site is dated, through coins and pottery, to the 2nd century AD with closure
happening during the last decades of the 3rd century.

The second phase of excavation was conducted from 1992 to 2010 in the field to the north
of Rocky Clump (TQ32801020) (Fig 1.). This phase revealed a series of large Roman
ditches running both north/south and east/west. On the east side of the north/south ditch
were numerous rubbish pits and a series of post holes suggesting a fenced animal
enclosure, which had a floor of compressed flint. The far north area of this excavation
revealed an even deeper flint floor surface and a large sarsen stone embedded into the
natural geology. The floor was littered with large amounts of butchered animal bones. The
finds from this location included a large piece of a Roman glass vessel, a child’s ‘snake’
finger ring and a zoomorphic brooch. The large amount of animal bone tends to suggest
that this may have been the location of a Romano-British abattoir. A new geophysical
survey, and test pits cut north of the main trench, confirmed that archaeology in the form of
pits and ditches still continues down the hill towards the clump of trees called Flint Heap.

A number of discrete pits suggest that there was also some form of occupation or activity
during the late Bronze Age or early Iron Age. One particularly large feature was a vertical
side pit within the trees (context 04) that produced pottery from this period (Pers. Comm.
M.Lyne). Other similar, but smaller, Iron Age pits have been recorded north of the trees.
The pottery assemblage from above the compressed flint floor layer immediately north of
the trees confirmed the dating produced in the report of 1997. However, beneath the flint
cobbled surface was uncovered the terminus of a large ditch. The ditch runs northwards
across the field and has produced coins and pottery from between 50BC and the early
Roman period dated to the 1st century AD. The excavation from this second phase has
provided a more detailed chronological sequence.
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Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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The excavations during the past two decades have failed to uncover any features or finds
from any of the Saxon periods and the only pottery from the medieval period has been
found in the form of a few green glazed wares and medieval stabbed pottery vessel
handles. It is most likely that these finds are related to the farming and manuring
associated with the nearby medieval enclosure excavated by the society in the 1950’s at
Patchway field. The medieval enclosure is in the field to the south of the lane that runs
from the Upper Lodges to Stanmer village (TQ3275099).

In 2011 the focus of archaeological investigation moved to the field south of Rocky Clump
(TQ32801005) (Fig 2.), and is now the third phase of archaeological investigations. A large
geophysical survey had been conducted several years previously and a number of
interesting anomalies revealed (Fig 3.) The previous excavations had found a possible
‘shrine’, a cemetery and a large area of rural activity consisting, in the north field and in the
trees, of pits, post holes and ditches probably associated with farming activities. Test pits
and new geophysical surveying in the north field confirmed that these features continue
further downwards and down the hill north of the trees. However, lacking from the findings
of the previous digs is the trace or evidence for any settlement. The geophysical survey
confirmed that there is no Roman villa around Rocky Clump and that any settlement
probably consisted of typical Iron Age style round houses. This is why the investigation
moved to the south field.

The more recent geophysical survey in the south field revealed a number of circular
anomalies which could be interpreted, through their size and location, as potential round
houses. However, during previous excavations numerous clay with flint solution hollows
have been revealed, and it possible that these circular images are geological rather than
archaeological. During discussions and planning in the winter of 2010/2011 a number of
test trenches across these circular anomalies were proposed, allowing for an extension to
trenches if evidence for round houses was revealed. Round house construction would
leave very little evidence with only the terrace platforms and post holes remaining as
archaeological features. Any post holes would now be covered by colluvial deposits and
thus shielded in the geophysical images. The plan was to investigate 3 of the circular
anomalies (Test trenches T3, T4 and T5) and 2 possible areas of interest located to the
south/east of the possible settlement location (Test trenches T1 and T2).

The Excavations

Test Trench T2 (Fig 4).

Test trench 2 was the most distant of the investigations and was designed to examine an
area of high resistivity readings, which were rectangular in shape. The trench measured 8
metres in length and 2 metres in width. The finds from the top soil included a number of
sherds of Roman pottery, but the excavation failed to reveal any archaeological features
and came down onto solid chalk. The trench was rapidly back filled and re-turfed (Fig 4.)
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Figure 4
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Test Trench T1 (Fig 5, 6, and 7).

Test trench T1 was placed to investigate a large area of resistivity survey low readings,
tending to suggest the location of possible pits and ditches. The anomaly measures
approximately 20 metres in length, and has a width of approximately 8 metres. The test
area opened measured 8 metres in length and 2 metres in width. This trench was later
extended to 11 metres in length and 5 metres in width. Within the confines of the trench a
large feature was revealed and even after extension it still disappeared under the baulk on
all four sides. It was decided that this size trench was sufficient for the initial investigations.

From the outset finds were forthcoming including pottery, shell and some bone. The
pottery was often very dark, black and sooty in nature and tended to suggest an early
rather than later Roman date, with a possibility of it even being Iron Age. A number of
features were observed within the large area of potential fill, and were initially deemed
possible post holes (Contexts 28 and 29). A large pit consisting of an extremely dark and
charcoal laden fill was noted in the south/west corner of the trench (Context 30). A small
curved gully was observed running around the west end of the trench (Context 33) and
another possible pit and ditch (Contexts 34 and 35). A curious area of chalk (Context 27)
was deemed by the excavator to be a layer rather than natural geology, and to the north of
this appeared to be another gully (context 37) & (Fig 5.)

A number of sondages were set out to investigate the depth of the features. Areas marked
out focused on the chalk layer, measuring 1 metre square (Context 27), a possible pit
measuring 1 metre square (Context 29) and a small section into the central area of the
feature (Context 35) measuring 1 metre by 50cms. A section was also cut through the
possible pit (Context 30). It quickly became apparent that the archaeology had substantial
depth and was probably not the location of a round house, but more likely the location of
an Iron Age midden or rubbish pit. The finds from all of the sondages were quite prolific
and included samian ware and some dark, burnished decorated sherds of pottery.

The Trench Grid System (Fig 6.)

A list of context numbers had already been allocated to the features noted, but it was
obvious that the trench was going to be far more complex. It was decided to divide the
trench into grids measuring 1 metre square (Contexts 1-8, 33-40, 49-57, 59-77 with
contexts 85 and 86 being added later). The plan was to excavated alternate grids allowing
a number of detailed section drawings, in all directions, recording what was anticipated to
be a complex series of layers and fills. Each grid square was drawn separately on all four
sides, making it possible to create as many detailed overall sections as possible, recording
the complete stratigraphy of the midden going both north/south and east/west.
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7
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The Stratigraphy

As the excavation progressed it became noticeable just how the various layers and fills
varied across the site. The east side was a mixture of chalky loams and light chalk rubble
consisting of small chalk nodules. A number of discrete areas in contexts 5, 6, 35 and 36
contained a considerable number of large flint nodules, indicating the possible location of a
pit. In the same area, but to the south in contexts 53 and 54 there appeared a large
deposit of large chalk nodules. The lower layers of contexts 6 and 35 produced significant
amounts of large pottery sherds, black, sooty and some containing ‘raised eyebrow’
decoration.

The fills to the west of the site were decidedly different with a number of well stratified
layers. The upper layer of plough soil consisted of chalky loam (Context 106) which
overlay a darker and charcoal laden deposit (Context 107). Below this layer was a bed of
chalk nodules (Context 108) and the lower deposit consisted of a layer of chalky loam with
a concentration of small chalk nodules. The layers on the west side could be traced with
accuracy across the site almost to the remaining central baulk.

The deeper the sections were being cut the more the complex nature of the chalk bedrock
began to change in shape, with the chalk bedrock dropping down at steep angles in
various directions. After some time it became obvious that what lay below the surface was
a series of ditches.

The Mussel Pit (Context 81) (Fig 8.)

During the excavation of the sondage in grid 4 it was noticed that this fill consisted of a
large quantity of mussel shells. There were so many that it emerged as a bed of mussel
shells almost 2 metres in length, interspersed with a few sherds of Roman pottery. The
bed of mussels was extended eastwards and was found to continue through most of grid
75. The excavation revealed that a small pit had been dug into the chalk bedrock below
grid 74 to accommodate the deposition of the shells, but the amount was so large that the
deposit spread eastwards and southwards into the adjoining grids.

The West Pits (Contexts 86, 58 and 49) (Fig 9.)

A number of possible rubbish pits were cut into the north side of the west ditch. All of the
pits intercut each other, as well as a shallow pit to the north of the larger pit in grid 58. The
fill of all of the pits was the same consisting of a light chalky loam with very few finds.
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The South Pit (Context 62)

A shallow pit was uncovered in a curious location, south of the junction of the two ditches.
The pit had been cut into a mixed geology of solid chalk and clay with flint. It had a shallow
curved profile (Fig 10 Section c-c).

The West Gully (Fig 6, Fig 7 & Fig 10 Sections a-a and c-c )

One of the first features to be noted was a gully running in a circular configuration on the
west side of the site. The feature proved to be deep, straight sided and flat bottomed, and
it appeared similar to a continuing beam slot, but no trace was found of any beams having
been inserted into the feature. The gully measured 20cms in width and was about 30cms
in depth, although this did vary across the site. The fill consisted of a light, chalk rubble
that blended with the surrounding natural chalk making it difficult to excavate. A possible
post hole was noted cut into the gully in the north/west section, which may indicate that a
later post may have been located there at one time (Context 84). The gully produced no
finds. It continues to run into the baulk on the north side, and erodes out into the pit
(Context 86) on the west side. It is possible that it continues south, but there was no
indication in the north facing section at this location. A number of readings were taken
around the periphery of the gully and using geometrical calculations the possible diameter
of the feature, if it continues south of the excavated trench, could be as much as 18
metres.

The Chalk Layer (Context 27) (Fig 11.)

The chalk layer on the east side of the trench thought to be a fill rather than natural chalk
was confirmed by excavation. The layer was a partial capping for what later proved to be
the cutting for the ‘trackway’ described later. The trackway had a number of other layers
below the chalk seal and these were recorded in the various section drawings for that
area. Adjacent to the chalk deposit was another, but wider, gully feature 37.

The North/East Gully (Feature 37) (Fig 11 & Fig 12 sections k-k and L-L.)

The north east corner of the excavation proved to contain a number of varied deposits
both archaeological and geological. The bed of chalk (Context 27) lay adjacent to what
was perceived to be a layer of natural clay (Context 26), but which upon excavation,
proved to be a deposit of clay over another archaeological layer consisting of chalk loam
before the natural clay appeared beneath. Between the chalk and the clay deposit was a
small gully with a fill of light brown chalky loam. Among the finds from this feature were a
number of fragments of burned bone (Contexts 91 and 103). The gully profile was drawn
and was observed narrowing but continuing into the balk on the north/east side of the
excavation.
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Figure 11
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The Trackway (Fig 6.) (Grid Nos. 68, 66, 56, 55, 34 and 35) & (Fig 10 section b-b and
Fig 12 section m-m)

The east side of the excavation proved to be particularly interesting with the chalk bedrock
running in various directions. As the upper layers were removed a linear feature
resembling a trackway was revealed. The trackway is slightly curved in shape and runs
parallel to the ditch located to the south of it. The profile of the ‘trackway’ shows a pair of
ruts with a slightly elevated central section. The elevated section reduces in height as it
approaches the junction with the west ditch. The trackway also partially removes the south
section of a post hole to the north of the feature. The trackway measures over a metre in
width and terminates at a flat level platform where it joins the west ditch in grid 6.

The Post Holes (Fig 6 & Fig 12 section m-m)

On the north/east side of the excavation a number of possible post holes were revealed
(Contexts 233, 239, 245 and 247). The post holes varied in depth with the largest (Context
233) also being the deepest, measuring 24cms in diameter and 47cms deep. The fill of the
post holes 233, 239 and 245 was almost entirely clay with 233 and 239 each also
containing several large pieces of flint. In 239, two of the pieces of flint were conjoining. No
finds were recovered from any of the features.

The Small Gully (Fig 6.)

One of the features in the north east section of the excavation was a small, and rather odd,
cut, forming a short deep gully. The gully was cut into the chalk and effectively left a small
island of chalk to the south of the feature in grid 6. The gully linked a shallow terrace on
the north side of the trackway to another shallow gully in grid 76 that disappeared under
the north baulk. The small gully was extremely well cut and could have been used as a
contrivance for sliding along some form of wooden sluice or gate. Unfortunately no trace
was found of a similar gully on any adjacent sections that could form a locking face for
such a device.

The East Ditch (Fig 6.) (Grid Nos 64, 53 and 37) & (Fig 10 section b-b)

The east ditch proved to be v-shaped measuring about 2 metres in width and 1.6 metres in
depth. The ditch had very steep sides and the profile indicates that the full extent of the
feature on the east side was not revealed (Fig 10). The ditch contained numerous upper
shallow fills, but with a lower fill predominantly consisting of small and medium sized chalk
nodules. The section drawing of the ditch is contorted having been drawn at 45 degrees
across the section and not as it should have been at 90 degrees. The profile (Fig 10
section b-b) shows the correct dimensions. The upper fills consist of a number of layers
including a mixture of solid chalk nodules and flint and charcoal depositions. This ditch
was parallel to the possible trackway which lay to the north of the ditch, with a solid wall of
chalk still retained as a prominent feature between them.
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Figure 13
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The West Ditch (Fig 6.) (Grid Nos 59, 50, 38, 4 and 75) & (Fig 10 sections a-a & c-c)

The shape of the west ditch was similar to the east ditch in having a v-shaped profile. The
difference between the two ditches is that the west ditch appears to have a double cut, or
shallow, lower profile running south/west to north/east. The terminus of the ditch in the
north/east section clearly shows that there were two cuts, both running in the same
direction. There was no evidence for re-cutting in the section remaining in the baulk. The
west side ditch cut through three pits located on its west side. The west ditch fill consisted
of a much darker upper fill of black, charcoal enriched soil containing large nodules of flint.
The fill below this was of a thick layer of deposited chalk and it was in this context that the
early ‘La Tene’ style brooch was recovered. The primary fill consisted of small nodules of
chalk, but unlike the lower fill in the large ditch north of the trees, which proved quite
sterile, the west ditch lower layers produced a significant amount of finds.

The large quantity of finds included several articulated pig burials and, at the terminus end
of the west ditch, a large collection of pottery, possibly from one or two vessels. Some of
the pottery was decorated. A number of cattle vertebrae were also recovered from the
lower depths, along with a number of cattle ribs. The north facing section of the west ditch
incorporates a quite complex series of fills. The section is similar to that of the east ditch in
it being at an oblique angle and not angled at the standard 90 degree section which gives
a distorted view, but the profile drawing is correct (Fig 10). The section shows a dark, silty
and charcoal enriched fill with a central deposition of large flint nodules, which continues
running southwards into the south baulk.

East Test Pit (Fig 13.)

It was during various lunch times that a sunken ditch like feature was noted running across
the field close to the east edge of the excavation. On one of the Young Archaeologists’
visits it was decided to open a small 2 metre square test trench (Context 253) to examine
and confirm the location of a ditch and attempt to date the feature. The area was
excavated down and then for a 1 metre width excavate down even deeper to
approximately 70 centimetres below the ground line. The small investigation found no
trace of any ditch, but the fill of light brown chalky loam, obviously continued to a greater
depth. The area was back filled at the end of the day to await possible future excavation.

The Enclosure (Fig 7.)
The excavations during 2011 have revealed the north corner of a large enclosure, created
by the construction of a number of substantial ditches. A new study of the geophysics,
aided by the results of this year’s digging, concluded that a ditched enclosure measuring
between 20 and 30 metres square is located in the field to the south of Rocky Clump. The
north/west quadrant of the enclosure contains large amounts of low resistivity readings
that may prove to be the location of more pits and other ancient activities. Many of the
finds recovered from the ditch suggest that this part of Rocky Clump is a much earlier
phase than the activities on the north side of the trees.
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The Finds

The Bones

The excavation produced some articulated pig burials with vertebrae and rib bone of cattle.
Numerous amounts of small bones suggest that sheep and goat were also among the
dietary items on site. The bones have been passed to specialist Carol White who will
prepare a full report.

Pottery

The pottery has been a mixture of fabrics. Many of the sherds are burnished, black and
some have decoration including ‘raised eyebrow’ design and criss-crossed lines. Quite a
number of sherds have simple horizontal lines for decoration. Much of the pottery is wheel
thrown, but a larger percentage is flint tempered and quite crudely made. Several small
sherds of samian ware were recovered suggesting a shallow platter, but it is possible that
the small number of sherds is from only one or two vessels. The excavation produced one
almost complete pot, damaged on one side, and a number of sherd proliferations that
suggest that other complete, or almost complete pots could be reconstructed.

ROCKY CLUMP (SOUTH) POTTERY

Preliminary analysis of small selection by Malcom Lyne on 28 January 2012

Grid 4 Context 195 Large rim Late Iron Age/early Roman

ditto 2 large sherds (faint
decoration)

Early Roman

ditto Base Early Roman

Grid 5 Context 252 Decorated sherd Late Iron Age

ditto “Raised eyebrow”
decoration

Late Iron Age

ditto Decorated pot handle Late 1st/early 2nd century ESW

ditto Large pot Late Iron Age

Grid 6 context 153 Rim etc No information noted

Grid 6 context 163 “Raised eyebrow”
decoration

Late Iron Age

Grid 35 context 155 “Raised eyebrow”
decoration

Late Iron Age

Grid 36 context 199 Decorated sherd (same
as context 252 grid 5)

Late Iron age


