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INTRODUCTION
The 2007 season of field activities focused this year on Student projects. Several
members of the BHAS field unit have been taking their degrees at Sussex University and
part of the course is an excavation. This year the society assisted Susan Birks with her
excavation at Peacehaven, Carol white with her dig at Ovingdean and Lisa Fisher with a
resistivity survey and excavation at Varley Halls, Coldean. The Society also helped Giles
Standing with his excavations in a school field at Southwick, close to the site of the large
Roman villa.
The field unit continued to be very active at Arlington and joined Greg Chuter for most of
the summer. The new investigations of the Roman settlement site running parallel to the
Roman road revealed a number of ditches and pits, and produced finds that included
complete Roman pots. David Staveley conducted a major resistivity survey of the fields
surrounding the site and is continuing to trace the Roman road running eastwards towards
Pevensey. Another small resistivity survey was conducted in a garden at Staplefield,
looking for a lost house shown on a drawing.
During the summer the Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) joined the BHAS diggers at
Ovingdean and Arlington and training for new members of the BHAS field unit continued
throughout the year.
Finds processing and days schools have been an essential part of the educational process
and post excavation. Good numbers of people turned up for the finds processing at the
new Patcham Community Centre venue, and the glass workshop with John Shepherd.
Other events included assisting Dr Matt Pope with some field walking at Beedings, the
rescue excavation of a number of Saxon burials east of Lewes with Greg Chuter and
various forays onto the Sussex Downs and finding news archaeological sites with David
Bangs. It has been an extremely eventful year for the BHAS Field Unit and 2009 promises
to be just as interesting and active.
Hard copies of this report are passed to Mr G.Bennett at Brighton and Hove Planning
Department, Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist, Brighton Museum, Barbican
House, the East Sussex Records Office and the National Monuments Records Office at
Swindon. CD-Rom copies are produced by the Society’s web master Mr Martin Devereux
and are made available to the field unit members and others who desire a copy.
John Funnell 1st December 2009
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ROCKY CLUMP 2008

Introduction
The 2008 season at Rocky Clump was divided into two parts, with excavations beginning in
March for a few weeks, and then a return to the site in October. The majority of the summer
was spent by the BHAS Field Unit assisting Greg Chuter, the Assistant County Archaeologist,
with his excavations at Arlington, Susan Birks with her excavation of the barrow at
Peacehaven and Carol white at Ovingdean and Lisa Fisher with her geophysical surveying
and excavations at Varley Halls. (Ref. individual reports).
The excavations at Rocky Clump were quite low key as the team knew that we would be
moving to various locations throughout the year. A new area in the north ‘bones’ trench was
opened with the use of 2 metre square grids being the continuing method of excavation. The
idea of the 2 x 2 metre areas is to study the dispersal of finds in plough soil contexts (Fig 1.).
The new context numbers were 640, 641, 642, 643, 665 and 674. Excavations also continued
in the east trench.
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The North ‘Bones’ Trench (Fig 2.)
An immediate affect of the new sections was to note that the general depth of top soil onto
chalk, which generally measured 250 millimetres, was dramatically increasing as the
excavation progressed northwards. Much of the focus of the excavation was on two features,
the large pit, partially excavated but disappearing into the baulk of context 832, and the large
north/south ditch still continuing northwards of context 833.
The north/south ditch continued to produce copious amounts of finds, and the start of this
season uncovered a metal find which could possibly be part of a chatelaine, or a broken key
(SF 88). The ditch fill consisted of a black, silty upper layer, the bottom of which produced
large amounts of butchered bone. The lower level of mixed chalk nodules produced more
complete bones. The bone deposits included a number of complete cow/horse skulls. The
various layers in the ditch were labelled 833A, 833B and 833C, with C being the lower and A
the upper layers.
With the number of people coming along to the excavation in April it was decide to extend the
new area further northwards with more new 2 x 2 metre contexts 917, 918, 919 and 920.

Fig 2
During April the team had trouble with young bikers who came into the field and considered it
great fun to try and stampede the herd of cattle in the field. The BHAS team thwarted their
ambitions, took photographs and informed the police, passing the images through by e-mail.
The new collection of contexts 640, 641, 642, 643, 665 and 674 were planned and completed
and the levels taken before the team moved to Peacehaven for the barrow excavation.
The team returned to Rocky Clump on Saturday 25th October. The increasing depth of soil
produced quite a greater clarity of stratigraphic detail. The new contexts 917, 918, 919 and
920 were to be excavated using the clear divisions shown within the section created by the
previous excavations earlier in the season. The new areas produced metal finds of coins and
a buckle in the upper plough soil layers. (SF 89, 90, 91 and 92)
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One of the first features to be observed was a ‘grave-like’ horizon in context 920. The area
was devoid of either flint or chalk nodules and consisted of a soft silty fill. The feature proved
to be quite shallow and produced no finds, although charcoal and small flecks of daub were
observed in the fill and taken for soil analysis.
The north/south ditch fill of plough soil, called context 917A, came down onto a layer of large
flint nodules. This fill had been noted in other sections of the north/south ditch found in earlier
seasons, and it has been suggested that it could be a possible sealing layer for the prolific
bone deposits found in the lower depths.
This season pottery has been less prolific in quantity but a couple of pieces could be defined
as having some diagnostic features. One piece of pottery was a lovely small vessel with a
number of ridges, and the other appears to be part of a Roman cup, having a small attached
handle. Malcolm Lyne informs us that there are parallels and that the object is probably East
Sussex Ware.

The East Trench (Fig 3)
The excavations continued in the east trench in both periods, the area being affectionately
named ‘Old Gits Corner’ as the general membership in this area being Bob Crowhurst, aged
80 and Bill Santer aged 76.
The top soil was being removed in 2 x 2 metre square sections given contexts 720, 757, 826
and 827. The careful removal of the top soil revealed a distinct cut that could only be one of
the 4 sections cut by Clive Skeggs in the 1960’s. At least we now have an accurate location
for one of his sections. Clive Skeggs conducted a small excavation consisting of 4 cuts into
the ditch surrounding the trees at Rocky Clump. No details of this excavation have ever been
published.
The excavations at Rocky Clump in 2008 ended on the 29th November.
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Conclusions
Rocky Clump continues to produce important information about a low status Romano-British
rural settlement dating from the 1st century BC through to the early 4th century AD. Despite the
low key this season new features have been revealed and an intriguing set of new and
deeper layers that may be covering unknown elements further north. The finds of coins and a
buckle clearly indicate that the site continues to produce important metal finds and although
the quantity of pottery is diminishing, the amount of bone being revealed is still interesting.
The east trench is still considered to be an enigmatic area. The geophysical studies in the
past clearly indicate a lack of intrusive features into the chalk bedrock below, and the previous
excavations failed to find anything dramatic, but the large quantity of finds of pottery and
marine molluscs are a perplexing problem and must be considered to be more than the
contents of a fill or spoil heap from a previous excavation.
The excavations at Rocky Clump were once again used for training purposes with guidance
and teaching in planning, section drawing and on site surveying being part of the BHAS
programme.
It is anticipated that the excavations will continue at Rocky Clump in 2009 with the removal of
more fills from the ‘bones’ trench and an extension to the small excavation in ‘Old Gits
Corner’.
John Funnell 1st December 2008
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SITE TITLE: ROCKY CLUMP
SITE CODE 500300
NO

SMALL FIND

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

1

COIN

E493.6 N502

AD275-291 BARB RADIATE

2

ROMAN KEY

E500.8 N519.5

CHEST KEY

3

BRONZE STUD

E501.6 N519.5

FURNITURE DECORATION

4

BRONZE PIN

CONTEXT 57/70

SHOE PIN

5

BRONZE BROACH

CONTEXT 92

PART OF PIT CONTEXT 83

6

BRONZE BROACH

E501.6 N519.5

END SECTION ONLY

7

CLAY BEAD

CONTEXT 57/70

8

ROTARY QUERN

CONTEXT 57/70

BROKEN IN MANUFACTURE

9

QUERNSTONE

CONTEXT 82

FRAGMENT ONLY

10

RUBBING STONE

CONTEX 82

11

LOOM WEIGHT

CONTEXT 57/70

TRIANGULAR CHALK

12

COIN

234

CLAUDIUS II A.D. 268-270

13

COIN

236

CLAUDIUS II A.D. 268-270

14

COIN

229

CONSTANTINE I A.D.330

15

CLAY BEAD

229

16

BRONZE PERF PLATE

349

14.99

14.4

LOCS C6 & C10

17

BRONZE BROACH

351

12.2

11.35

LOCS C6 & C10

18

BRONZE FRAG

263

19

COIN

457

TRAJAN AD98-117

20

BRIDLE PIECE

348/408

BRONZE 2 PIECES

21

IRON BLADE

443B

KNIFE

22

REPAIRED SAMIAN BOWL

440
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G16

M16

REMARKS

TBM

LEVEL

DATE

SITE TITLE ROCKY CLUMP
SITE CODE 500300
NO

SMALL FIND

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

TBM

LEVEL

DATE

23

COIN

473/525

HENRY VIII SILVER GROAT

24

CUNIEFORM BROACH

473/525

2ND/3RD CENTURY

25

COIN

474/524

BARB RADIATE 295/97

26

COIN

478/537

BARB RADIATE 295/97

27

COIN

489

BADLY CORRODED UNDATED

28

BRONZE NAIL

492

SQUARE HEADED x40mm

29

COIN

SOUTH FIELD

TRAJAN FOUND WITH POT

30

ROMAN GLASS

525

FOUND IN LOWER DITCH

31

COIN

536A

BARB RADIATE

32

COIN

478

BARB RADIATE

33

BRONZE TOOL

562

DEPRESSING TOOL?

34

SAMIAN BASE

536D

6.4

9.8

IN DUMP OF FLINT COBBLES

0.47

2.98

22.9.01

35

BRONZE STRIP

536D

6.1

9.85

ABOVE HORSE MANDIBLE

0.47

2.98

22.9.01

36

BRONZE STRIP

536D

7.28

10.17

LYING NEXT TO SKULLS

0.59

3.02

30.9.01

37

RUBBING STONE

536D

6.92

9.32

SAME

0.59

3.06

30.9.01

38

FINE NAIL

536D

8.2

10.7

LYING IN BONES

0.38

2.98

20.10.01

39

FLAT IRON OBJECT

536E

7.05

9.9

PART OF A HINGE?

0.37

3

27.10.01

40

FLAT IRON OBJECT

536C

9

8.55

0.15

2.27

4.11.01

41

BRONZE RING

515

12.1

8.7

AMONG FLINTS TOP SOIL

0.15

2.09

4.11.01

42

RUBBING STONE

578

4.6

9.9

CHARCOAL AREA

0.31

2.72

9.12.01

43

POTTERY CUP

525F

4.65

9.65

BASE UPWARDS

0.31

2.69

9.12.01

44

BRONZE PIN

531A

4.09

10.89

CLOSE TO POTTERY

0.455

2.31
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G16

M16

REMARKS

SITE TITLE ROCKY CLUMP
NO

SMALL FIND

CONTEXT

G16

45

LONG FLAT IRON

531A

46

CIRCULAR BRONZE

47

M26

REMARKS

TBM

LEVEL

4.09 10.15

0.55

2.57

531B

5.0

0.53

2.53

BRONZE STRIP

516F

7.95 11.6

0.43

2.6

6.7.02

48

DECORATED GLASS

580

7.7 14.75

0.37

2.63

20.7.02

49

LEAD STRIP

513F

5.31 9.54

0.37

2.61

20.7.02

50

HOBNAIL

513F

6.05 9.67

0.39

2.59

27.7.02

51

BROOCH

513F

5.36 9.68

0.39

2.67

27.7.02

52

BRONZE SHOE STUD

513F

5.21 9.8

0.43

2.8

3.8.02

0.53

2.64

31.8.02

11.45

G16

WITH BONE & SARSEN

DATE

M26

53

GLASS

572

8.61 11.3

54

SPINDLE WHORL

531U

7.45

9.92

0.42

2.75

21.9.02

55

GREEN GLASS

564A

11

7.85

0.35

2.67

05.10.02

56

RUBBING STONE

531U

7.97

9.51

531 LOWER FILL

0.3

2.85

19.10.02

57

IRON STUD,HOBNAIL

531U

5.82

11.65

531 LOWER FILL

0.3

2.82

19.10.02

58

IRON STUD,HOBNAIL

531U

5.82

11.65

531 LOWER FILL

0.3

2.82

19.10.02

59

DECORATED JAW

531B

DECORATED EDGE BUFFED

0.3

2.82

21.12.02

60

BROOCH

516

9.9

8.21

SPRING END

0.17

2.56

5.04.03

61

SAMIAN RIM

571

11.58

9.45

PLOUGH SOIL

0.43

2.86

14.06.03

G16

L26
PLOUGH SOIL

0.455

2.77

28.06.03

62

COIN (SILVER)

571

13

4.73

63

COIN (SILVER)

613A

11.6

3.09

0.25

2.658

19.07.03

64

BRONZE BRACELET

613B

11.1

3.6

0.15

2.67

09.08.03

65

BRONZE BROOCH

610A

8.6

6.8

0.33

2.8

30.08.03
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PIT UPPER FILL

SITE TITLE ROCKY CLUMP
NO

SMALL FIND

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

G16

L26

REMARKS

TBM

LEVEL

DATE

66

COPPER ALLOY PIECE

572A

11.9

6.7

POSSIBLE COIN

0.39

2.91

18.10.03

67

BEAD

598

DISSOLVED IN WASH?

0.41

2.95

15.05.04

68

COIN LUCILLA

597

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

0.41

2.95

15.05.04

69

FLINT BEAD?

517

H22 4.0

M26 5.0

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

0.23

2.67

.03.07.04

70

COIN

598

H22 7.18

M26 4.72

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

0.23

3.14

14.08.04

71

COIN (SILVER)

619C

72

SPINDLE WHORL

630A

H30 5.46

L30 3.06

PIT UPPER FILL

0.52

3.2

18.06.05

73

COIN

665

H30 3.53

L30 5.0

TOP SOIL CONTEXT

0.37

3.76

29.10.05

74

IRON NAIL

725

8.0 PT 1

23.5 PT 2

IN DITCH ?

1.62

1.85

12.08.06

75

DISC (COIN)?

699

12.15 PT 1

27.4 PT 2

IN DITCH ?

1.15

2.02

19.08.06

76

SPINDLE WHORL

757A

14.7 PT 1

25 PT 2

NEW GRID SECTION?

0.68

1.63

.02.09.06

77

DECORATED POT

760B

6.7

14.35

CONTEXT 655/657

0.68

1.68

.02.09.06

78

CIRCLE LINK & INSERT

774

10.27

14.23

POSSIBLE BELT BUCKLE

1.23

1.96

30.09.06

79

METAL OBJECT?

783

0.6

1.92

.07.09.06

80

SAMIAN PIECE

783

14.95

6.71

DECORATED

0.6

1.93

.07.09.06

81

IRON PIN

665

38.6

34.3

FINE PIN APPROX 1"

0.58

3.51

.05.05.07

82

METAL FIND?

820C

GATE 9

POSS SHAFT/BLADE?

0.785

1.64

12.05.07

83

POT (LAMP)?

674C

12.6

9.86

OIL LAMP OR CUP

0.77

3.74

16.06.07

84

IRON NAIL 6"

834A

9.55

12.25

UPPER DITCH FILL

0.85

0.95

18.08.07

85

LEAD SEAL

665

SE 3

SW 5.2

LOWER FILL BONE TRENCH

0.37

3.51

25.08.07

86

IRON HOOK

832

1.9 NW

N/S DITCH BONES TRENCH

0.73

3.96

27.08.07

87

IRON RING

904

N/S DITCH BONES TRENCH

88

IRON KEY OR ?

833A

N/S DITCH BONES TRENCH

22.03.08

89

COIN

917

PLOUGH SOIL

10.05.08
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LOWER DITCH FILL WITH BONE

14.8

4.1NE

24.08.04

SITE TITLE ROCKY CLUMP
90

COIN BARB RAD

919

PLOUGH SOIL

15.10.08

91

COIN

919

PLOUGH SOIL

29.10.08

92

BUCKLE

918B

JUST BELOW PLOUGH SOIL

18.10.08

92

COIN

North Field

Metal Detecting

10.04.09

93

Bronze Pin

918C

IN GENERAL FILL

10.04.09

94

COIN

North field

21.3

14.94

Metal Detecting

13.04.09

95

PIECE OF MARBLE

925

0.9

1.18

PIT OR LAYER

96

Roman glass vessel

919D

97

Bronze Snake Ring

919D

98

Bronze Strip

938B

5.65M from west side of
from above floor layer
bones trench
4.8M east of west edge 0.7 from above floor layer
s
M39 5.22
K39 2.85
second layer down

99

Roman Glass

939B
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22.75

18.57

second layer down

0.4

3.73

13.04.09

0.56 TBM2

4.4

10.05.09

0.52 TBM2

4.42

13.05.09

0.61TBM2

3.85

18.10.09
25.10.09

EXCAVATIONS AT ‘HOG CROFT’ FIELD OVINGDEAN
INTERIM REPORT 2008
Introduction
The new season of excavations at Hog Croft field began in early May and continued till the
middle of June. The excavations were the focus for an MA dissertation for Carol White a
student at Sussex University, and her objective was to excavate a trench close to the location
in the field considered to be the site of a medieval kitchen. A second trench would investigate
the south west quadrant of a medieval building, believed to be a manor house, in the south
section of the field close to the wall of the cemetery surrounding the church of St Wulfran.
The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society have conducted a number of projects in Hog
Croft field beginning with resistivity surveys in 1986, 1991 and 1999. The results of the
various surveys produced evidence for a number of significant features including buildings
and walls.
Excavations were conducted in 2003 and 2006 to evaluate and date a number of the
anomalies revealed. The results of the excavations revealed a building, deemed to be a
manor house, with walls over 1 metre thick, flint platforms, which may be a floor or fallen wall
and a well. Parts of a flint cobbled floor may indicate the presence of some form of court-yard
and a number of ditches and pits were observed going in various directions. The features and
finds, recorded so far, have been creating a picture of activity dating from the 11th century
A.D. through to the early part of the 20th century. The main focus of activity is based within a
mounded enclosure and dates to the 13th century. This has been confirmed by pottery and
metalwork finds. The excavations have been written up in a series of interim reports (Funnell).
The 2008 season consisted of the digging of two trenches. One was called the kitchen trench
and measured 5 metres in length and 3 metres in width. This trench was later extended to the
east by another area 4 metres in length and 2 metres in width, creating an ‘L’ shaped
configuration (Fig 0.) The other trench, called the manor trench measured 7 metres in length
and 4 metres in width (Fig 0.). The kitchen trench was designed to pick up a possible ditch or
wall foundation trench found in 2006. It was hoped that a west boundary ditch/wall might be
revealed. An east boundary ditch/wall was found in 2006.
The excavations were conducted by members of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society Field Unit, and the student associated with this excavation is appended to this interim
report.
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The Kitchen Trench
The area was divided up into 1 metre squares for the recording of top soil finds. The depth of
soil is very shallow in Hog Croft field and when the turf is removed the archaeology is
immediately below. The soil is a light grey, soft and silty chalky loam. The kitchen trench sub
divisions were given context numbers 101 to 115. The soil was removed and finds placed in
separate bags relating to each context area.
The top soil was littered with numerous large nodules of flint, and some with mortar attached.
This flint spattered upper level was recorded in previous seasons, in the same level of
deposition. The natural chalk level is only a few centimetres below the top turf and once the
upper fill had been removed revealed a number of features.
The finds from the layer immediately below the turf produced some very interesting finds.
Among the pottery, shell and bone were also a number of metal items including a medieval
arrow head, a sword chape (highly decorated and considered extremely rare by the Sussex
Finds Liaison Officer Laura Burnett) and a silver thimble. There were alos a number of coins,
but none unfortunately of medieval date.
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The Ditch
One of the most prominent features was a continuation of the wide east/west ditch or possible
robbed kitchen wall foundation trench. The ditch is about a metre in width and 50 centimetres
deep. It had steep sides and a flat bottom in the excavations in 2006. The new section of ditch
was the same width, but appeared to be cutting a large pit. The ditch was excavated using the
quadrant method in the south east area, and the chronological sequence was observed in the
subsequent section. The east/west ditch cut through what looked like a possible pit. This was
later proved to be the junction of 2 ditches, the larger one running east/west and the smaller
north/south. There was no evidence for the smaller ditch continuing north of the east/west
ditch.
The large fill contained a numbers of layered deposits (refer section drawing) and some of the
lower layers contained a number of large flint nodules, but not in a formation to suggest
vestiges of any in-situ wall. Finds from the ditch fills included pottery, marine molluscs and
bone.
The kitchen trench was later extended another 4 metres to the east, and about 2 metres in
width to chase the ditch back to the excavations conducted in 2006. The ditch maintained the
Ovingdean
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same width in the new area, and no other ditches were observed. The fill in this area
contained some traces of soot and possible burning and in the final few moments of the
excavations soot was found to overlay medieval floor tile. Unfortunately the floor tile was part
of the ditch fill and not an in-situ feature. Close to the floor tile and again in the ditch fill was
found a collection of sherds that are almost certainly the same vessel and appear to be a
medieval cooking vessel. A similar vessel was found in the ditch fill in the 2006 excavations
only a few metres away to the east. The length of this east/west ditch excavated and partially
excavated is 10 metres in length. While the east terminus of the ditch has been found, and a
small section indicating that after a break it continues in a northerly direction, no trace has
been found of a terminus or change of direction on the west end.
The Post Holes
The kitchen trench produced a series of three rectangular shaped post holes, measuring
60cms in length and 40cms in width. They appeared be a regular size. The northerly post
hole disappeared under the baulk and was not fully excavated. One of the post holes (Context
0) has a series of inter-cutting fills and a chronological sequence was noted, involving a
number of cuts from differing periods.
The most southerly of the post holes produced evidence for an in-situ post pipe. The beam
that had been inserted into the post hole appears to have been rectangular and was located
against the east side of the chalk post hole with the chalk loam packing, with some small flint
compressed against the post on the west side of the post.
All three of the large post holes were found north of the east/west ditch, but this not mean that
they do not continue further south into the unexcavated area. One feature found south of the
east/west ditch was a smaller beam slot type post hole. The orientation of the rectangular
feature had the wider section running from east to west, parallel to the large ditch. It is
possible that this is an end post for the line of line of large rectangular post holes running
northwards.
The new extension to the kitchen trench measured 4 metres in length and 3 metres in width
and was an extension in an easterly direction. The new area chased the main east/west ditch.
A new section of the ditch was revealed, and maintained the same width as before. The ditch
was only partially excavated due to the time restriction. The ditch produced a small area of
sooty fill, which covered a medieval floor tile. During the last few minutes of the excavation a
collection of medieval cooking pot were recovered, which are probably a single vessel. The
location of this cooking pot is not distant from the almost complete vessel found in 2006,
which was in a similar depth of the ditch to where the new vessel was found.
The most significant find in the extension was the find of another post hole. The post hole was
only partially uncovered, but upon excavation was found to be rectangular in shape, and flat
bottomed, similar in form, shape and depth to the linear collection of post holes found further
to the west.
A small 1.5 x 1 metre extension was made to the north side of the kitchen trench in an
attempt to find another fourth post hole in that direction. No post hole was found, (in may have
been an inaccuracy in setting out the alignment), but it did produce a very significant find. The
item was a brooch or buckle in non-ferrous material, but it had been gilded with gold leaf and
Ovingdean
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inscribed with the word ‘amore’. Laura Burnett dated it to the 13th century and again it is a
very rare find.
Conclusions
The kitchen trench has not found any evidence for a medieval kitchen in that location. The
cumulative amounts of bone, marine molluscs and pottery, while hinting at it being the
possible site, is not substantiated by well proven evidence such as an oven or hearth.
The large rectangular post holes in the original and extension trench clearly define the outline
of a post built structure, of significant proportions. The interior of this building has produced an
incredible amount of archaeological artefacts. The location of a small beam slot south the
ditch running east west across the site, may be associated with this structure. If this is proved
to be the case in future excavations then it would also require a more intensive study of the
finds form both the ditch and the building to produce an accurate chronological sequence, as
both features could not have been in use at the same time. The finals hours of excavations
revealed more cooking pot, and signs of soot and burning, it is possible that the hearth and
ovens are still concealed under the baulk further north. The width of the building is interesting
as it appears to be the same width as the flint constructed house further to the south. It is also
interesting that the post hole building lies on a south/north axis while the manor house is
east/west.
The main east/west ditch has now been excavated for over a ten metre length, and it stills
continues going westward. The terminus was found on the east side, and a new terminus of a
possible change in direction going northwards. It is still unclear as to the purpose of this ditch.
It was deemed to be a possible ‘robbed’ wall foundation ditch for the possible detached
kitchen, but this now appears highly unlikely. It is possible that it is an internal boundary ditch,
but only further investigations will confirm this. The back fill of chalky, loam rubble fails to
register on the geophysical surveys, probably as it is very similar to the original natural.
However, it is considered peculiar that the ditch was not visible through water retention in the
excavated section that is the ditch. It will require further excavation to answer several
unanswered questions. What is the length of the new building revealed, where does the
east/west ditch terminate, or does it turn northwards, and is it an enclosure? Is the floor
revealed in the 2006 excavations associated with the ‘kitchen’ area?
The Manor House
The main focus of the 2008 excavations was the potential kitchen area. But a secondary
objective was to examine the south/west corner of the medieval manor house. The north/east
section of the building was uncovered in 2003 and proved be quite a substantial structure with
walls about 1.4M thick. A number of sections were investigated within the precincts of the
house and one section measuring 1 metre square was cut to a depth of 1.5 metres onto a pair
of sheep burials. The north east corner of the building was excavated and found to be a well
constructed feature comprised of Caen stone on the outside and carved chalk block on the
inside. This section was not to a great depth but revealed a wider and more substantial wall,
or possible step leading into the cellar or undercroft of this building.
The excavations in 2008 were planned to confirm the maximum length and width of the manor
house, and a trench measuring 7 metres in length and 4 metres in width was envisaged to be
of size that would contain all the necessary wall features. It became obvious that the intensity
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of involvement in the ‘kitchen’ trench was going to seriously deplete the resources in the
manor trench and so a more contained plan of action was formulated.
The trench was divided in to 6 contexts each measuring 2 metres by 2 metres. The contexts
were numbered 116-121. An additional 2 contexts measuring 2 metres north/south and 1
metre east/west were added at the western end of the trench when it became obvious that the
wall had not been completely uncovered. The digging was focused on 3 contexts 121 and 122
in the south west corner and 117 in the south east corner. Additional light digging was
conducted over the contexts 116,119,120 and 123 when the Young Archaeologists Club
visited in June. The whole area produced a veritable mixture of finds from red roofing tile,
large flint cobbles, medieval tile and pottery and a large collection of metal work, including a
very early boy’s scout badge. A number of coins were recovered including George II, George
III and Victorian. The excavations were of little depth and the only really interesting feature
was a collection of large beach pebble stones in context 119, the significance of which
became apparent in the two areas that were excavated to a greater depth.
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Context 117 (The South East Corner)
The section measured 2 metres by 2 metres and was excavated to reveal a part of the
southern wall of the known medieval building. The excavation revealed only the wall and
there was very little intrusion into the interior fills. The wall width measured about 1.4M,
similar in fact to the measurements of the early phased wall found in 2003. The new wall was
very crude and appeared to lack the finesse of construction found in the interior faces of
2003. The inside face was not as clean or concise and there appeared to be some form of
intrusive material for 2 fairly contemporary bricks were observed cemented into the side of the
medieval wall. The limited excavation did not determine why such recent objects had been
inserted and for what purpose?
Contexts 121 and 122 (The South West Corner)
It became apparent from the outset and immediately after the turf removal that something
substantial lay below. The trench was filled with red roofing tile. During the removal of this tile,
and the dark silty soil associated with it a mixture of medieval artefacts were recovered.
Among the finds recovered were a medieval bone comb, pottery and floor tile. The fill was a
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real mixture of both medieval and relatively contemporary materials, which included some
small pieces of dressed stone.
The significant walls were revealed, and as in context 117 proved to be very crude, but large
with the same width measurement of 1.4M. The internal corner was of a radial nature, and not
as well constructed as the interior wall found in the 2003 excavations. What was readily
visible was that the walls were being systematically removed. The flint from the inner side of
the wall was devoid of flint nodules and mortar and had been removed slightly down to create
an interior lower terrace. As the excavation progressed it became apparent that the inside
corner of the building had a void. The void produced a large number of red roofing tiles and
other debris. It measured about 1 metre square.
The central section of this trench was excavated down to a greater depth and a very clean
edge to the interior wall, of well constructed flint nodules was noted for about 1 metre in
length. The final phase of excavation came down onto an in-situ floor constructed of very
large oval beach flint pebbles. The floor was the same material as the similar beach pebble
flints found in context 119, but in that context the nodules were not visible as a floor, but
debris. The floor in context 121 was clean back and revealed for about 1 metre. No
excavation was made through the floor layer.
The excavation in context 121 had by going deeper revealed an interesting stratigraphy in the
south facing side of context 120. The excavation only partially revealed the true edge of the
building on the south and west sides, the excavations probably required about another ½ of
single metre extension in both areas to be accurate. One feature noted was on the west edge
of the wall. Cleaning back revealed a smooth even surface running north/south within the
wall, and on the outer edge. It is possible that this was cleaned to locate some form of timber
wall. The features were not pursued into context 123 due to the limited time available.
Conclusions
The 2008 season of excavations at Hog Croft field Ovingdean has produced more fascinating
evidence for life in the medieval period at Ovingdean and raised a number of new questions.
There appears at present to be very little evidence for a detached kitchen in the area
examined. The large east/west ditch still continues in a westerly direction and the series of 4
post holes suggest that a timber framed building once stood in this vicinity. The finds from
within the building structure tend to show some form of activity, with items such as an arrow
head and sword chape indicating aspects of a medieval life style. It is possible that the timber
framed building was a precursor to the later more substantial flint and mortared manor house.
It is possible that the timber framed building was being lived in while the larger house was
being built. It is also possible that the large ditch is a boundary for the building and
demarcation for lordly or thegnly holdings. The continuing finds of cooking pots and food
debris are still a strong indicator of cooking and kitchen activity in this vicinity, but the lack of
ovens or hearths clearly has some implication. Only further excavation will reveal the answer
to these questions.
The manor house is another interesting area, with many unanswered questions. The manor
house building lacks consistency in preservation, with walls varying in thickness and depth.
The house can clearly been robbed of much of its structure for use elsewhere. The pieces of
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dressed stone that have been this season and in previous seasons testifies to a substantial
high status building associated with a medieval lord. The new season of excavations,
although limited in nature have added more evidence for the chronological sequence already
appreciated and published in past interim reports.
The wall in the south/west corner appears much cruder than the walls found in 2003,
however, this roughness may be the result of the systematic robbing of the walls, and not the
original construction. The excavation was very limited in depth and it is possible that a much
better state of preservation may be revealed in the lower depths. A good squared edge was
uncovered on the central section of context 122, and it is possible that this may have been the
same along the rest of the wall. Alternatively, it is possible that this more distinct edge is part
of an internal shallow buttress for the cellar or undercroft..
During the 2003 excavations digging revealed the skeletons of a pair of sheep at some depth,
thereby confirming the presence of a cellar. The various phases and history of the could be
discerned from the evidence produced. This season another phase was revealed, the in-situ
floor comprised of ovoidal beach pebbles. The floor had been cut through in the south/west
corner by a hole probably used as an instrument for gaining access to the flint nodules in the
lower wall, and making it easier to remove them. The cobbled floor is well above the deeper
floor level containing the skeletons.
The removal of the fill in the south/west corner produced a section from the turf level down to
the cobbled floor. What was observed in the side of the section was the largew dump of
materials from a variety of periods, mostly comprised of roofing tile, but with other materials
from several periods. It is evident that the cobbled floor was froma later phase and the
smooth surface found on the wall layer on the west edge may both be associated with a later
phased low status building, or may even be a second lower statuse structure, lather than the
barn like feature that would have sheltered the sheep found at the lower depth.
The final phasing dates over a number of centuries. It may be assumed that once the lower
status building went out of use, and either fell down or was demolished it left a significant
depression in the landscape. During a number of centuries this depression was used as a
common dumping ground. It was also used for the dumping of broken roofing tiles when the
church was re-roofed, and the church has been repaired a number of times. The rubbish in
the pits has produced supportive coin evidence form both the Georgian and Victorian periods.
The manor house is a tantalising mixture of artefacts and building techniques, from several
periods. It is becoming apparent that a more detailed study of this structure will be necessary
before the complex issues are resolved the answer to a multitude of questions answered by
more detailed excavations.
Future Excavation and Investigation
A site visit was may to Hog Croft field in October 2008 by Casper Johnson, the County
Archaeologist, and Greg Chuter the Assistant County Archaeologist from East Sussex County
Council. It became obvious during the meeting that Hog Croft field has produced some very
interesting and important data and finds form the medieval period. A number of questions still
need to be answered. What are the complete dimensions of the manor house, what is the
depth of the cellar, does it have an in-situ medieval floor. Other questions include
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investigating the curious lower wall, or perhaps set of steps found in the north/east corner of
the building.
The kitchen area also has a number of outstanding queries the basic ones being, what are
the overall dimensions of the timber framed building and is the east/west ditch part of an
internal complex or a completely separate issue?
The barn structure to the north of the timber framed building has had only one wall revealed,
and others are known. Do the internal areas of these barn/barns contain any evidence for
their use? A flint floor was partially revealed in the 2006 exacavations, could this floor be the
location of the kitchen? And what is the purpose of deeper substantial walls butting up to the
robbed out wall that once surrounded the medieval complex. It is obvious that Hog Croft field
still has many questions to be answered and it is anticipated that future projects will provide
more detail evidence for the archaeological and historical images presently collated.
A post script to this excavation comes from historical sources. It is known that Ovingdean was
one of three manors held by Godfrey Pierpoint after the invasion. Ovingdean was not the
principal manor, as this was at Portslade(Packham). It is of interest that this manor is still
standing, albeit in ruins at Portslade, and has been the subject of a report for the Sussex
Archaeological Collections. The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society visited the
Portslade manor in September of 2008. They were given an in depth tour of the buildings with
Mr Trevor Povey, a local historian, and the manor is still very impressive. We are indebted to
Carol White of the BHAS Field Unit for allowing us access to her historical investigations.
John Funnell 10th November 2008
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Excavation in progress — Ovingdean
The relationship of Trenches 1, 2 and 3. Trench 1 is partially back-filled; Trench 3 is
to the top of the photograph.
Trench 1 illustrating flint scatter once turf and top soil removed.
Trench 1 with flint nodules removed revealing chalk platform. Soil marks illustrate
presence of ditch to south of ditch and features are evident to the north
Context 125— shallow feature.
Context 136— Post hole. The relationship of this post hole to Context 128 (Ditch) is
illustrated.
Context 129— Post Pipe
Context 129 — Post pipe; Context 134 - Area of Packing; Context 135— Post Hole
Context 131 — Section of Post Hole.
Context 137— Beam slot — partially excavated
Context 126— Ovoid pit.
Section of Ditch, context 127
Trench 2 — facing north. Context 140 with Context 128 is evident illustrating a) an
area of burning and b) pottery deposit. Context 141 (post hole) is evident to the top
of the photograph.
Context 140 —Post hole within Trench 2— facing North.
The rim and top of a handle from a jug marry. up to the remainder of the handle
excavated in 2006
“Saggy“ base from a cooking pot.
Sample of pottery type recovered during excavation
Sample of pottery type recovered during excavation
Sample of pottery type recovered during excavation
Sample of pottery type recovered during excavation
Sus Maxilla indicating tooth wear. Note Molar 3 in the process of eruption.
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Front of Needle
Reverse of Needle
Silver thimble
Copper alloy coil
Sword scabbard chape — front
Sword scabbard chape — reverse
Copper alloy buckle
Decorated buckle
Book Clasp?
Iron brooch or buckle bar.
Arrow head
Norman “Fiddle Key“ horseshoe nails
Worked oyster shell.
Worked shale.
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X-Ray image (photographed by L. Fisher)
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General location of Ovingdean
General location of excavation area to the north of St.
Wulfran’s Church
Total station survey, geophysics overlaid an aerial
photograph of the site. The trenches under report are highlighted in red
Geology Map. The area of excavation is arrowed
Tithe Map Extract illustrating Hog Croft field (No. 2) and the
Church and Churchyard (No. 24) (ESRO/TD/E66)
Extract from Dudley Land Use Map 1931-1935
Sketch plan illustrating co-ordinates and grid. Points A and B are 20m apart along the boundary wall
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Site Plan of Trenches 1 and 2 with main features. N.B. Context 128 within Trench 2 was not fully
excavated
Quadrant sections of East/West Ditch 128 – drawn by S. Birks.
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Abstract and Location
Excavations were undertaken in Ovingdean an a known medieval manorial complex (HER
ref MES7318) which appears to be enclosed by earthworks, by Brighton and Hove
Archaeological Society (BHAS) Field Unit between May and July 2008. The site is located
within a field known as Hag Croft (TQ 3555036) to the immediate north of St. Wulfran‘s
Church (HER ref MES254)

Excavations undertaken during 2002-2006 had located a manorial dwelling house dating
to the thirteenth century, several tumbled walls sited at a distance from the house, and a
well, all situated within the earthworks. Towards the end of the 2006 season an area which
produced copious amounts of animal bone and cooking pot sherds (including an in-situ
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pot) was provisionally interpreted as a detached kitchen.
The purpose of the 2008 excavation was to further investigate the possible kitchen area,
together with the excavation of a quadrant of the known manorial dwelling house located
dose to the Church. This report refers to the investigation of the “kitchen“ area only.

Site Survey

Fig 3 Total station survey geophysics overlaid an aerial photograpgh of site. The trenches
under report are hightlighted in RED www.goolearth.com
During this current season of excavation, a survey of the site was undertaken by David
Staveley of Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society FieId Unit using a Total Station; this
survey then overlaid the earlier geophysical survey of the site and both surveys overlaid an
aerial view of the site on Google Earth. During the course of the Total Station Survey it
was observed that the earthworks continue across the Churchyard and it is suggested that
the enclosure would have encompassed the Church.
Hog Croft

Page 6 of 49

Candidate No: 63702

Geology

Fig 4 – Geology Map. The area of excavtion is arrowed www.edina.ac.uk/digimap/
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The geology is of Newhaven Chalk Formation dating to the Campanian —Santonian (i.e.
late Cretaceous) period within the excavation site, with an area of Head deposits
immediately to the east (Greenways). Chalk with Flints is found to the west of the site,
immediately to the rear of Roedean School.
As can be seen from Figure 3, there is no indication in the geophysical survey undertaken
of buildings within the trench location. This is due to the geology of the site being chalk.
The area within the earthworks is considered to be a false platform, constructed from chalk
extracted from a quarry to the immediate west of the site, obscured in Figure 3 beneath a
line of trees.

Historical Background
The translation of the Domesday Book (Ed. Morris, 1976; p.12) records that Ovingdean
was held by Alnoth directly from Edward the Confessor at the time of the Conquest.
Godfrey acquired Ovingdean from William, which consisted of eight hides held as one
manor. A small Church is recorded together with five villagers, five smallholders and four
slaves.
The Tithe Map for Ovingdean (ESRO/TD/E 66) together with the apportionment detail note
that “Plot “ (as illustrated below) was known as “Hog Croft“ and its designated use was
“meadow“.

Fig 5 : Tithe map Extract illustrating Hog Croft field (no 2) and the Church
and Churchyard (no 24) (ESRO/TD/E66)
Hog Croft
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The Church plot (No. 24) on the Tithe Map extract further suggests that it may have been
part of a larger, ancient enclosure.

Fig 6 Extract from Dudley Land Use map 1931-1935 www.edina.ac.uk/digimap
The Dudley land-use map illustrated above records that the area of excavation was
recorded as “meadowland and permanent grass“at that time.
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Methodology
An area measuring 20m x 20m was enclosed by an electric fence due to the presence of a
herd of cattle.
Referring to previous excavations on site, a 5m x 3m trench was located dose to the area
of previous excavations in 2006, using known co-ordinates. The trench was measured in
from known points (A and ~ on sketch plan below) along the boundary wall With the
Church as illustrated below. The coordinates are given in the table below.
The turf was cut and lifted by hand. One metre square grids were then laid out. All
excavation was undertaken by hand trowel and all spoil was sieved to maximise recovery
of finds. Soil samples were taken from within features in order to gain environmental
information.

A temporary Bench Mark (TBM) was taken using a Dumpy level and staff at the start of
each day, from point “B“ on the sketch plan above. Features and special finds were then
measured in from points C to H.
Metal detectors were utilised throughout excavations. Each trench was systematically
detected and markers inserted where applicable. This was repeated as excavations
progressed. The spoil heap was also detected.
A “total collection“ strategy was adopted, with any unusual or particularly datable
metalwork (e.g. coins, buckles) treated as a Special Find and recorded separately.
All photographs were taken by the author unless otherwise stated. The directional arrows
added to photographs indicate “north“. All site drawings are included as Appendix 1.
Hog Croft
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The Excavation
Outline
The turf was removed by hand and set aside for re-use. Top soil was hand towelled and all
spoil was sieved for maximum data collection. Soil samples were taken from within
features in order to record available environmental evidence.
Three trenches were excavated and will be dealt with separately in this section of the
report. Relationships between features revealed will then be discussed further under
“Interpretation and Discussion“.
Grid numbers were utilised for initial context numbers, for ease of identification both on site
and in later reports.
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Photo 2 – The relationship of Trenches 1, 2 and 3. Trench 1 is partialy
backfilled: Trench 3 is to the top of the photogragh
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Trench 1
The trench was sub-divided into fifteen one metre grids, delineated by string. The
immediate top soil was removed (Contexts 101-115). Finds within the top soil had a wide
date range — from a twelfth century sword scabbard chape to a 1962 sixpence, thus
suggestive of use for habitation and then pasture, rather than an arable use.
Once the top soil had been removed, a flint scatter within a chalky loam was revealed.
These flint nodules were scattered across the trench, although with a concentration to the
centre and west.

Photo 3 – Trench 1 illustrating flint scatter once turf and top soil removed.
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The chalky loam and flint nodules were removed and the chalk platform on which the site
stands was revealed. Several features were noted and are discussed in detail below.

Photo 4 – Trench 1 with flint nodules removed revealing chalk platform. Soil marks
illustrate presence of ditch to south of ditch and features are evident to the north.
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Trench 1 Features:
Contexts 124, 125, 130 and 138 are shallow “dish“ type features and their function was not
immediately apparent. Their position is recorded on the Site Plan. Contexts 130 and 138
were not associated with any other feature within this trench.
Context 124 was situated within the south-west comer of the trench and abutted Context
128 (ditch). This feature extended beyond the baulk of the trench.
Context 125 abutted Context 135 (Post Hole).
Of these four shallow features, only Context 125 had any associated finds, a partial Bos
mandibular hinge.

Photo 5 - Context 125 – shallow feature.
A line of three post holes of roughly rectangular shape were identified within Trench 1.
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Post hole 1 (Context 136) (southernmost) abutted Ditch 128. There was no evidence of a
post pipe within the feature.

Photo 6:
Context 136 –
Post hole. The
relationship of
this post hole
to Context 128
(Ditch) is
illustrated.

Hog Croft

Page 16 of 49

Candidate No: 63702
Post hole 2 (Context 135) contained the remains of a post pipe (Context 129), with the
excess area of the feature (Context 134) packed with flint nodules

Photo 7 – Context
129 - Post Pipe

Photo 8 –
Context 129 – Post pipe

Context 134 - Area of
Packing
Context 135 – Post Hole

Post hole 3 (Context 131) continued into the baulk where a post pipe was visible in
section.
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Photo 9 - Context 131 – Section of Post Hole

A further post hole (Context 140) was identified in Trench 2, approximately six metres to
the east of Post Hole No. 1 and roughly parallel thereto.
A feature interpreted as a beam slot (Context 137) was located to the southwest of the
three post holes in Trench 1. This had the appearance of being angled, presumably to take
a diagonal timber.
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Photo 10 - Context 137 – Beam slot – partially excavated.
It is likely that these post holes represent part of a timber framed structure, possibly of an
earlier phase of occupation of the site. However, this theory will be further discussed under
the heading “Interpretation and Discussion“ later in this report.
Context 126 — Ovoid pit. This feature measured 69 cm wide and was 20 cm deep. The full
extent was not excavated as it continued through the baulk. A use was not immediately
apparent but the feature had been recut to the north side, the fill of this area comprising
chalky loam; the fit to the south side comprised compact chalk.

Photo 11 –
Context 126 –
Ovoid pit.
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Context 127 — North-South ditch cut by a large east west ditch immediately to the north.
The fit was a loose, coarse chalky loam with flint sherds.

Photo 12 – Section of
Ditch, context 127.

Context 128 — An East/West ditch was identified to the southern width of Trench 1. A thin
yellow layer of clay or clay with sand overlay part of the ditch as illustrated below. No use
was evident for this layer and further investigation would be necessary.
This ditch continued through Trench 2 and will be discussed further under the heading
Trench 2 Features. A section of the ditch was excavated in quadrants as initially it was
suspected a pit had been cut through the ditch section. No evidence of a pit was apparent.
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A plan of the position of the above sections is included within the excavation archive.
This ditch appears to cut through the possible earlier phase of occupation represented by
the post holes mentioned above, and is therefore Iater than that building. Finds within the
ditch were quantities of oyster shell, animal bone and 13-14th Century pottery (see Pottery
report).
As no evidence to confirm a “kitchen“ area within Trench 1, the decision was taken to
extend to the east.

Trench 2
Trench 1 was extended by a trench (No. 2) 4m x 2m to the east (see photos/plan?), the
overall length of the combined trench being 7m to the south. This new trench was divided
into two, two metre squares, again with string denoting the change in context (Nos. 132
and 133).
Again, the top soil was removed by hand trowel and all spoil sieved for maximum data
collection. Large quantities of roof tile were apparent within the top soil, this identified to be
a mix of medieval and Victorian tile, mostly concentrated within Context 133 to the eastern
end of the trench.
The east-west ditch (Context 128) continued for a further four metres for the length of
Trench 2. To the eastern end it appeared to curve gently to the south. This ditch section
was not totally excavated due to time constraints. Plastic sheeting was laid within the ditch
to denote the extent of the excavation prior to back-filling
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To the eastern two metres of the ditch section (Context 128), an area of burnt material was
noted. lt is not considered that this material is in-situ but rather that lt was deposited from
elsewhere, the content of the burnt material suggestive of possible destruction by fire of a
structure close by. A pottery deposit was found to the eastern end of the ditch.

Photo 13 – Trench
2 – facing north.
Context 140 with
Context 128 is
evident illustrating
a) an area of
burning and b)
pottery deposit.
Context 141 (post
hole) is evident to
the top of the
photograph.

To the northern side of the ditch a further post hole (Context 140) was noted, this
approximately six metres from Context 136 (Post hole) in Trench 1. Again, this post hole
continued through the baulk, where a post pipe was evident in section.
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Photo 14 – Context 140 –Post hole within Trench 2 – facing North.
Two areas of three pairs of small, shallow dish-like features were noted in this trench,
possibly eroded stake holes. They were not given separate context numbers but their
position is recorded on the sketch plan of Trench 2. There were no associated finds.

Trench 3 (Context 139)
A one metre square evaluation trench was inserted immediately to the north of Trench 1 to
investigate the presence of evidence to confirm the continuation of a line of rectangular
post holes. No such feature was identified and this area was closed down. However, lt is
possible that excavation of a larger trench would reveal such detail.
The only feature identified within this trench was a small shallow dish within the chalk
platform to the north east corner. This was identified as a possible stake hole.
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Finds Report
Pottery
A total of 6.109 kg of pottery were recovered from Trenches 1, 2 & 3. Four fabric types
were identified from the 2008 assemblage and are discussed further in the interim pottery
report attached as Appendix 2.
The pottery assemblage recovered from the 2008 excavation is very similar to that
excavated in 2006, which had a date range of 1225-1350 AD. (Edgar, 2006).
lt was apparent that the 2006 and 2008 assemblages were closely associated as pottery
sherds from both seasons were found to join together, illustrating that they were from the
same pot. This is further illustrated in Photo 15 below and Figs. 16 and 17 of Appendix 2.
Similarly decorated jugs (Photos 18 and 19) were identified at Hangleton (Hurst; 1964)

Photo 15 – The rim and top of
a handle from a jug marry up
to the remainder of the handle
excavated in 2006.

The sherds recovered from within the ditch section (Context 128) within Trench 2 were
identified as part of a saggy based pot.
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Photo 16 – “saggy” base
from a cooking pot

Photos 17 – 20 –
samples of pottery
types recovered
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Animal Bone
669 sherds of animal and bird bone weighing 2.280 kg were recovered, of which 229
sherds (715g) were excavated from Trench 2. 97 No. teeth were recovered.
The bone was very fragmented and only 65 sherds were identifiable to species and
taxonomic part. Sheep, pig, cattle, fallow deer, dog, rabbit and chicken were present.
Due to the small size of the identifiable assemblage, no meaningful interpretation is
possible; the 2008 assemblage should be considered with the bone reports for previous
and forthcoming seasons.

Bone Report by Species
Sus (Pig)
A portion of the right hand side of a maxilla was recovered, with teeth in place. The 3rd
molar was in the process of eruption and an age range of sixteen months to approximately
two years (Hillson, p.234) at the time of death can be estimated.

Photo 21 – Sus
Maxilla indicating
tooth wear. Note
Molar 3 in the
process of eruption.

Eleven bones were identified as Sus, the majority long bones and phalanges. lt is likely that
butchery was undertaken on site given the presence of phalanges and vertebra.
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Ovis (Sheep)
Ovis was represented by skeletal elements, again suggesting butchery on site, other than
vertebra all elements were present.
Two incomplete mandibles were recovered. The smaller example exhibited an incisor in the
course of eruption. Further analysis of the bone assemblage for the 2002-2009/10
excavations as a whole should provide season of death and information regarding the
economy of the site.

Photo 22 – Ovis mandible with incisor in course of eruption.

Bos (Cattle)
The only identifiable bone for this species was metacarpal, calcaneum, phalange and
fragments of vertebra and two mandibular hinges. This sample, however, should be
considered with other bone recovered from this site in previous years as a sample this
small would be naturally biased.

Canis (Dog)
Five bones identified as Canis were present, these recovered from Trenches
1 and 2. An articulated burial is ruled out in this instance. Further analysis of
the bones should confirm whether the bones represent a domestic dog or a
Fox.
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FaIIow Deer
Fragments of two skeletal elements, Ulna and Acetabulum, were recovered and identified
as Fallow Deer.

Flint Fire Cracked
547 pieces of fire cracked flint weighing 14.672 kg were excavated of which
9.538 kg was recovered from Trench 2.
This may represent the destruction of a flint walled building by fire given that areas of
burning were identified in Trench 2. Unfortunately this trench was not fully excavated due to
time constraints and further excavation of the trench combined with the excavation of a
wider area would be required to clarify the likely cause of the area of burning.

Flint — Worked
Twenty seven pieces of struck flint were found on excavation. The flints were identified as
twenty-two flakes and five blades.
The flint assemblage report is appended (Appendix 3) to the end of this report.

Photo 23 - a
sample of the
worked flint
assemblage.
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Marine Molluscs
188 marine mollusc shells weighing 5.036 kg were recovered, of which
3.419 kg (96) were oyster shells excavated from the east-west ditch (128A).
Other molluscs identified were mussel (4No.), scallop (2No.) and limpet
(1 No.). A small quantity of burnt oyster shell was recovered from Context
1 32A within a general area of burning.
Two pieces of worked oyster shell were identified (See also Special Finds below). Similar
worked oyster shell was recovered at Hangleton Similar items were recovered at Hangleton
(Holden, p175 (Fig 39),p177)

Photo 24 - Worked
oyster shell

Edible Periwinkle was also identified. Usually found on rocky coastlines, the beach is within
walking distance of the site. Cockle shell was also identified during wet sieving of soil
samples taken from within features.

Land Molluscs
Snail shells were only collected from below the top soil contexts and within features. D.
McBrien of Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society undertook the mollusc identification
and reported as follows:
Species identified (Cepea Nemoralis, Valonia Excentrica, P. Ferussaciidae, Cecilioides
Acicula, Helicella Itala) are indicative of grassland, pasture and arable land. The area
surrounding the site is pasture and arable.
Helix Pomata was also identified. An edible snail, it is thought to have been introduced by
the Romans for food and it is possible that it was also consumed during the Medieval
period.
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Glass
84 sherds weighing 499g were recovered. With the exception of one sherd, all were
recovered from top soil contexts. it is likely that the glass dates from the Victorian period.
Clear glass was most predominant (37 sherds) followed by dark green (32 sherds)

Iron
200 iron objects weighing 1.057kg were recovered, of which 120 items (749g) were from
top soil contexts and with the exception of two medieval nails, a 19th/20th Century date
was considered appropriate. These top soil finds included nails, large bolts (possibly from
carts or farm machinery), sheet iron of which one piece showed evidence for a hp and may
have been the remains of a can (Luke Barber; pers. comm.) The top soil finds are likely
remains of the works known to have been undertaken to the Church during the 19th
Century.
A corroded iron spoon was recovered from Context 1 33A. Its shape and the width of the
extant handle would appear to indicate a 19thi Century date range.
From the east-west ditch fill (Context 1 28A) were identified a hinge pivot, a Norman horse
shoe nail and eight identifiable types of nails. Pottery from this context dated 1 3~“/l 5th
Century.

Ceramic Building Material — Trench 1
A total of 213 sherds, weighing 6.647kg were recovered, of which only 3 sherds (281g)
were medieval tile.
The material comprised predominantly Victorian roof tile and lumps of mortar
(21 pieces with a total weight of 963g.) This Victorian assemblage is thought
likely to represent debris deposited during extensive building works to the
Church and building adjacent during the nineteenth century.

Ceramic Building Material — Trench 2
A total of 456 sherds, weighing 15.229kg were recovered; of which 7.812kg came from
contexts 133 and 1 33A, i.e. that closest to the 2006 excavation of this area.
The material comprised predominately medieval roof and floor tile, several pieces of
dressed stone and smaller quantities of Victorian roof tile (from the top soil contexts),
broken brick, slate and mortar.
Medieval roof and floor tiles were also recovered from within the east-west ditch (Context
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128A). Several sherds of medieval roof tile displayed a green glaze; although this may
have been accidental during the firing process
(www. archaeoloqicalplannin~iconsultancy.co. uk) Burnt floor tile was recovered from the
north/south ditch (128A).

Miscellaneous Finds
Pencils
Small pieces of lead pencil were recovered. The lead was not encased in wood. These
pencils are considered to date from the Victorian period. (not illustrated)

Clay Pipes
Four pieces of white pipe stern were recovered. One piece of pipe bowl was
identified — this undecorated. (not illustrated)

Beach Pebbles
Eight beach pebbles were identified. (not illustrated)

Post-2nd World War Coins
A 1962 sixpence was recovered from the top soil. (not ihlustrated)
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Special Finds
A total of thirty six items were recorded as “Special Finds“ during the course of excavation,
although two have since been identified as nails. Six were recovered from the “House“
Trench and are therefore excluded from this report. Of the twenty-eight remaining, eight
were found within top soil contexts, with a date range of 1250 — 1825. The Special Finds
are described below accordingly to typology. The Special Finds Register is included within
the Site Archive attached to the end of this report.

Bone
0V08/104A/15 - A bone needle was recovered. Similar needles have been found at
Shoreham and have been interpreted as for use in making and repairing fishing nets.

Photo 25 Front of Needle

Photo 26 Reverse of needle

Coins
008/104/1 - A copper farthing inscribed Camlus A and with the bust facing left was
recovered. The coin was found in a top soil context and was very worn. To the reverse
could be seen an outline of Britannia. The date was 1672 or 1673. (not illustrated).
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Metal Objects
Silver
0V08110915 - A silver thimble with an encrustation of iron oxide to the tip was recovered
from a top soil context. The item is slightly compressed. The method of manufacture was
known as “deep drawing“ was used from post 1769 until 1825, mainly in Birmingham (L.
Burnett, F.L.O., pers comm.) Further investigation of the encrustation is deemed
appropriate as it may indicate the presence of small rings and semi-circular features,
possibly part of an iron link purse in which the thimble was contained (W. Santer, pers.
comm).

Photo 27 – Silver thimble
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Copper AIIoy
Five copper alloy objects were recovered.
1.
0V08/1 02N1 6 - A small coil of copper alloy, twisted to form a link, possibly used to
tie items together (L. Burnett, F.L.O. pers.comm.) A similar item was assigned a fifteenth
century date during excavations in Poole (Horsey; 1992, p.9) and Lurk Lane, Beverley
(Armstrong; 1991, p.153) although, again, its use was uncertain.

Photo 28 – Copper alloy coil.

2.
0V08/1 11/3 - A sword scabbard chape dated to approximately twelfth century (L.
Bumett, F.L.O. pers. comm) was recovered from a top soil context. lt had been
manufactured from folded sheet copper, the lower section being broadly trapezoidal. The
item is decorated, the front and reverse differ. Unusually lt is complete with the rivet.
Similar (but not so well preserved) chapes have been recovered in Hampshire (Portable
Antiquities Scheme (PAS) ref: HAMP-AB8257; HAMP-143B41; HAMP-D08C40).

Photo 29 – Sword scabbard chape – front;
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3.
0V081133125 - A buckle, square with an indented line to one end. To the other end
there is a small worn area, indicative of a buckle bar which has been lost. lt is complete.
Although the style of this item would indicate an l8th century artefact, the patination is
consistent with medieval metal work and therefore would date to 13 - 15th Century (Luke
Barber, pers. comm.). This item was recovered from a top soil context.

Photo 31 – Copper alloy buckle

4.
008/139/33 - Part of a copper alloy oval buckle with traces of gold leaf and the word
“Amor“ inscribed. A similar buckle was found in Norfolk in 2005 (NMS-DDC3840) A date
range of 1250-1315 is suggested (L. Burnett, pers. comm.). This item was recovered from
a top soil context.

Photo 32 – Decorated buckle
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5. 0V08/1 32.A132 — A length of copper alloy folded over itself and secured with a rivet.
This item was initially interpreted as part of a strap end. However, as it widens to one end lt
is possibly part of a book clasp. (L. Burnett, pers.comm).

Photo 33 – Book Clasp?

Iron
1.0V08/1 1 0N7— Brooch bar or buckle bar. No date is possible.

Photo 34 – Iron brooch or
buckle bar.
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2. 0V08/1 04A/8 — an iron arrow head with a socket for the shaft. Given the corroded
nature of the artefact, lt would appear comparable with type MP3 (multi-purpose) of an
arrowhead typology (Jessop; 1996) and with a broad date range of the tenth to the
sixteenth century.

Photo 35 – Arrow head

3. 0V08/1 15/19 — Corroded iron, this item has been interpreted as either window
furniture or part of a strap/hinge from a box. This was one of a number of items selected to
be x-rayed and will be discuss further later in the report. (Not illustrated)
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4. 0V08/1 14/2; 008/11 ONI 0; 0V08/1 1 OA/6; 0V08/132/28; 0V08/1 33N29
- Fiddle-key “Norman“ horse shoe nails. Several of these items were recovered, both
recorded as special finds and during finds processing. They were recovered from both top
soil contexts and below the flint rubble layer. This type of horse shoe nail has a date range
of mid-eleventh to mid-thirteenth century. (Finds Research Group Datasheet 4). One nail
(008/11 3A/9) was selected from x-ray analysis and will be discussed further later in the
report.

Photo 36 - Norman “Fiddle Key” horseshoe nails
Special Finds 008/115/19, 0V08/1 32N30, 0V08/1 02N20, 00811 ON1 1 and 00811 3A/9
were selected for x-ray analysis and will be discussed and illustrated later in this report.
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Other fabrics
Shell
0V08/106N23 - A worked oyster shell. This artefact appears to have been worked on both
sides to a smooth, polished finish. lt is unclear whether the hole was purposely made or
was accidental.

Photo 37 - Worked
oyster shell.

Two further pieces of worked oyster shell were recovered during finds processing, these
without a hole. Similar items were recovered at Hangleton (Holden, p175 (Fig 39], p177.)
As at Hangleton, no purpose (other than decorative) can be assigned.
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Miscellaneous
0V08/133A/34 — a fragment of what would appear to be a spindle whorl. However, the
material is shale or slate and this fragment weighs 28g. Using a pottery rim chart, lt is
estimated that this fragment represents 25% of the complete artefact. Therefore the weight
of the complete object would have been at least 1 12g. The top face has a smooth finish
but the reverse has suffered from shaling in the past. The centre has been smoothed.
Shale or slate are not native materials to this part of Sussex and lt is therefore suggested
that the artefact was imported to site. No comparables were found.

Photo 38 – Worked
shale.
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008/11 3N1 3 — A stone object, possibly beach pebble. There is a hole through the centre
and each end appears to have been flattened. lt is unclear whether the hole is natural or
manmade. A possible use is as a fishing net weight. Further analysis under a Scanning
Electron Microscope may provide evidence whether this item has been worked or is
natural.

Photo 39 – Beach
pebble, possibly
used as a fishing
net weight.
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OV08/133A/31 – Chimney Pot Top
A fragment of a chimney pot top was identified. This weighed 390g. The fabric had been
pierced to allow the escape of air during the firing process. No sooting was evident to the
interior of the chimney pot top; sooting was however evident to the exterior. Similar
chimney pot tops were during excavation of a medieval kiln in Ringmer (SAC 119, p. 101).
Further analysis of the fabric would be necessary in order to establish the kiln of origin. The
piercing exhibited in this example is similar to an Illustration in Barton‘s Medieval Sussex
Pottery (1979; p. 66 fIg. 15). Barton suggests a date of 13th to 14th Century.

Photograph 40 – Chimney Pot Top
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Further Analysis
X-Ray Investigations
Six Iran artefacts were selected for x-ray examination. The x-rays were undertaken at
Fishbourne Roman Palace, Chichester.
The artefacts chosen were heavily corroded and lt was hoped datable evidence by way of
decoration or form would become evident. No decoration was, however, evident an any
object.
0V08/133— Jew‘s Harp
This artefact was recovered from a top soil context, and is most likely to date to the
nineteenth century and contemporary with the Church refurbishment.
0V08/1 15/19
An iron object, possibly window furniture or a strap/hinge from a box. From the x-ray image,
no decoration or screw/nail fixing holes were apparent. No further clarification is therefore
possible.
0V08/1 32N30
An iron object, similar to 0V08/115/19 above, although smaller. Again no decoration was
evident from the x-ray image. To the wider end of the piece a slight dip is apparent,
probably indicative of a breakage in the past.
0V08/1 02N20 and 008/11 OA/1 1
As a result of the x-ray analysis, lt is apparent that both these items are nails.
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008/11 3A/9
From the x-ray analysis this item is likely to be a Norman horseshoe nail.

Photo 41 –X-Ray image (photographed by L. Fisher)
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Environmental Evidence
Three soil samples were taken from the ditch fill — one from Trench 1 and two from
Trench 2 (Context 128A). A further sample was taken from Context 1 36A (the fill of Post
Hole 136). All samples were wet sieved.
D. McBrien of Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Field Unit undertook the soil
sampling. The environmental evidence gathered by Mrs. McBrien is detailed below.
Trench 1 - Sample - Context 128A
The sample was taken from the eastern end of the ditch fill section (Context 128A) within
Trench 1 and from below a deposit of bone identified as Sus (pig) maxilla. Several pieces
of burnt, but not carbonised, wood were identified together with small fragments of metal.
Grains of carbonised wheat were recorded.
Trench 1 - Sample - Context 136A
A soil sample was taken from the fill of a post hole, Context 136. Small pieces of charcoal,
burnt building material, burnt flint and a small piece of burnt glass were recovered, together
with fragments of animal bone and a sheep tooth, and a fish bone (not identifiable). One
seed of Hair Tare was identified.
Trench 2 - Sample 1
This sample was taken from the western end of the ditch fill section (Context 128A) within
Trench 2. Pieces of charcoal, possibly Oak, were recovered together with small pieces of
burnt mortar. Small fragments of animal bone
were noted, although too fragmented to be identified either to species or anatomical part.
Again, small fragments of metal were noted. Carbonised wheat was present.
Trench 2 - Sample 2
This sample was taken from the far eastern end of the ditch fill section
(Context 128A) of Trench 2. Plant seeds including Common Vetch, Bulbous
Buttercup and Fools Parsley were identified.
A large piece of tabular flint was identified with what appeared to be plaster or mortar
adhering to either side. Small fragments of bone and metal were again recovered. Two
sherds of early Medieval pottery were noted.
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Interpretation and Discussion
Within the area of excavation, there was minimal stratigraphical evidence that would
suggest multi-phase occupation or land use. There are no plough marks within the area of
excavation to suggest an arable use of the area. The archaeology is located approximately
30 cm under the turf and those features that were identified appeared undisturbed.
No~ evidence to suggest the presence of a detached kitchen was identified within either
Trench 1 or Trench 2 and no evidence suggestive of a hearth was noted. An area of
burning within the east/west ditch within Trench 2 was identified, somewhat suggestive of a
fire, possibly of a building given the amount of fire cracked and burnt flint recorded in this
area, together with burnt floor tiling and quantities of charcoal recovered from the soil
samples. Pottery from this burnt area dates to approximately 1350. As this ditch area in
Trench 2 was not fully excavated due to time constraints further evidence 15 likely to be
present in the unexcavated levels.
The series of three rectangular post holes identified within Trench 1 together with the edge
of a similar post hole identified in Trench 2 may be indicative of an earlier phase of the site,
predating the substantially built manorial dwelling house (J. Funnell, pers.comm.) already
identified elsewhere on site. These post holes were aligned approximately north to south.
The presence of a fourth post hole located approximately six metres to the east within
Trench 2 was recorded, and therefore a width of six metres for the building is indicated.
The overall length is unknown.
A series of three similarly sized and shaped post holes to those identified at
Hog Croft were present at the Medieval Farm at Bullock Down (Drewett and
Freke, 1982; p.146) although no building type was assigned. As at Bullock
Down, there is no evidence of a trench to house a sole plate, as would usually
be found for a timber framed dwelling. Further excavations may reveal a continuation of the
clay layer identified to the top of the ditch layer. lt is a possibility that this layer represents
the infill of a trench to carry a sole plate; although this does not follow the line of post holes
and may therefore indicate an internal partition.
The east/west ditch cuts between the southernmost post hole and a beam slot (for an
angled vertical timber) in Trench 1. If the beam slot forms part of this structure, then eastwest ditch cuts through the building and may indicate a change of use, possibly from
residential to agricultural. lt is also possible that the beam slot is evidence for another
building.
Soil samples taken from a post hole produced no datable evidence other than charcoal,
although the samples recovered are too small for further research to be undertaken; other
than a few sherds of post medieval pottery found in top soil contexts, no date later than c.
1350 can be assigned to the pottery assemblage.
Ovingdean Grange, a house dating from c.1520 (Martin, 1993) is generally thought to have
replaced the complex of buildings in Hag Croft field. The evidence recovered to date would
therefore suggest a period of perhaps one hundred and seventy years where there was no
principal dwelling within the Manor. Further historical research may shed light an this
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period.
The large quantity of Victorian roofing tiles recovered is contemporaneous with the
refurbishment of the Church in 1826. In excess of 1,000 tiles and quantities of coarse
mortar and bricks were ordered in August of that year for Church repairs
(ESRO/PAR436/9/1/6). Repairs to the Church steeple were undertaken in July 1843
(ESRO/PAR436/9/1/20). lt would not be unreasonable to surmise that Hag Croft field was
likely to have been utilised as a makeshift builder‘s yard; as lt would not have been feasible
for building materials in such volumes to be stored within the Churchyard. lt would also be
feasible for discarded building materials to have been stored within Hag Croft Field prior to
disposal away from site.
Finds such as lead pencils, and clay pipe stems would further support this theory.
Small quantities of dressed stone, Caen and Portland, were identified. Whether these
materials are from a building within Hog Croft Field or represent repairs to the Church are
unknown at this time.
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Conclusions and Future Investigations
Other than an area of burning and large volumes of fire cracked and burnt flint together
with large quantities of cooking pot sherds, no evidence to confirm a detached kitchen were
found. The burnt area does not represent the remains of a hearth as lt is situated within an
east/west ditch, dated from pottery found therein to have been extant from c. 1200-1350.
An in-situ cooking pot found dose by the burnt area is similarly dated. Whilst the evidence
suggests a fire on the site (French raids along the coast are known at this time, particularly
in neighbouring Rottingdean and Brighton), further archaeological investigation is
necessary to confirm this.
As no remains for a hearth, or hearths, have been found, lt is evident that excavations to
date have been outside, rather than inside, buildings. However, as the natural geology (and
the apparent man-made platform on which the site appears to be sited) is of chalk
geophysical survey results are inconclusive, other than in the area known to be a house
and which is out with this report. No sign of a hearth is apparent from geophysical survey.
Only further excavation of the site will reveal the history and archaeology of the site and,
subject to requisite permissions, Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society will return to
Ovingdean in 2009.
The County Archaeologist for East Sussex, Casper Johnson, visited the site post
excavation and the decision was taken to Schedule the site. However, this scheduling is
subject to certain clarifications being made as detailed below:
>

Two quadrants have previously been excavated of the manorial house but these
have been inclusive as to the extent of the building. This area of the site
(immediately to the north of the original north entrance to the Church) is to be
uncovered and recorded. lt is known that there is an undercroft to the eastern end of
the building but its extent is to be verified.

>

The area surrounding the series of rectangular post holes is to be excavated to
expose further features and confirm whether these post holes are representative of a
timber framed structure.

>

A section is to be cut through the raised area currently interpreted as an enclosure.
This should verify this feature and provide a chronological sequence.

Once these investigations have been undertaken, the site will be Scheduled.
A return to Ovingdean for final excavations an this site is programmed for
2009 and, if necessary, 2010.
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SHEEP BURIAL AT ROTTINGDEAN

Introduction
On Monday 14th July 2008 workmen digging foundation holes for park benches just north of
the Rottingdean Pitch and Putt Golf Course uncovered bones. The site reference is
(TQ366024). The site location is south east of the Rottingdean wind mill which revealed
‘warrior’ burials when its foundations were being created. The Brighton and Hove
Archaeological Society have conducted two resistivity surveys to the west of the new find
spot, and these have produced a number of interesting anomalies. (Funnell)
The bones find initiated a response from both BHAS and County Hall Lewes as it was initially
believed that the bones could be human. Bill Santer from the archaeological society visited
the site on Monday afternoon, but the police were already present, and Jeremy Adams who
had retired from the Booth Museum had also been contacted.
On Tuesday 15th July members of the BHAS Field Unit sieved all of the soil that had been
removed from the grave cut, while Greg Chuter the Assistant County Archaeologist organised
the opening of a larger excavation area to examine the burial in more detail.
The excavation was undertaken on Wednesday 16th July with several members of the BHAS
Field Unit who were later joined by Carol White of the BHAS bones team.
A sheep skull was revealed at the south east corner of the grave and subsequent meticulous
excavation produced a number of articulated bones including a complete rib cage and
vertebrae, along with another badly damaged skull.
The grave was completely excavated producing bones from an adult sheep with possibly one
or even two baby sheep lying in a location that appeared to show that they were unborn.
Some sherds of possibly Iron Age pottery were also recovered from the grave cut.
During the early part of the excavation the long bones protruding from the cutting side had
looked, because of the orientation, very similar to those of human remains. The consideration
that the protruding bones could be human is why a burial license was applied for, along with
the fact that other burials had been found in close proximity.

Conclusions
The burial of a pregnant sheep raises some unanswerable questions. The grave cut was quite
a well constructed feature, but the animal appeared to be ignominiously dumped into the hole
with the head facing east. It is not possible to determine the reason for this burial, but Jeremy
Adams has suggested an Iron Age date. The fact that the bones were a sheep burial will not
justify funding for an accurate burial date by Carbon 14. Carol White has taken the bones
away for further study and will produce a report in the near future. Apparently sheep burials
for reasons other than disease frequently occur in archaeological environments.
Rottingdean
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The BHAS were a little disappointed that the burial was not human, but it is worth noting that
there was a good response to a rescue call out, and the excavation was conducted with
meticulous care. The event was a very useful training exercise for all concerned.
Mr Greg Chuter the Assistant County Archaeologist will be writing the formal report
John Funnell 18th July 2008
References:Funnell J.D. 2005 ‘Field Notebook of the Brighton & Hove Archaeological Society’
Funnell J.D. 2006 ‘Field Notebook of the Brighton & Hove Archaeological Society’
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EXCAVATIONS AT THE PEACEHAVEN BARROW - APRIL 2008
About 30 volunteers of the BHAS and MSFAT Field Units assisted with the phase 2
excavation of a Bronze Age barrow on Peacehaven Heights in April this year. The barrow is
very close to the cliff edge and will be lost to cliff erosion in the not too distant future.
The mound is a scheduled monument sited on the crest of a hill on what is now open
Downland. The cliff edge is only about 3m from the southern most edge of the barrow and
encroaching rapidly. The mound is built on top of layers of sand and clay deposits known as
Woolwich Beds that lie over the chalk to a depth of approximately 6m in this area. The silts
which cover the valley down towards Newhaven would have provided fertile farming land and
hence the focus for prehistoric settlement. The land now lost to the sea would have stretched
for some distance but a deep marine shelf lies just a little way out and would have defined the
not too distant coastal limit in prehistoric times.
The north/west quadrant of the mound was the focus of the excavations. Earlier excavations
of this same quadrant in 2007 revealed that the mound had been used during World War II for
military purposes. The mound commands tremendous coastal views and two slit trenches had
been dug by soldiers into the centre effectively removing large quantities of the interior of the
earthworks. The trenches were part of the coastal defences and used to protect the radar
station that once stood adjacent to the mound. Copper communication wire was found in last
year’s excavation, which probably linked the trenches to other gun or command posts that
existed in the area.
This year a mechanical digger was used to remove the turf and top soil enabling the
excavation to proceed much more quickly than last time and the whole quadrant was taken
down spit by spit mainly using trowels in the two weeks available. The location provided many
challenges, being a considerable distance from any facilities and also subject to very bracing
coastal breezes which at times made recording almost impossible.
Despite this and with a courageous effort from volunteers, the excavations revealed that the
large mound that exists today covers a smaller mound with an approximate 8m radius. This
comprises layers of the local sandy/clay deposits as well as flint (both worked and unworked),
pebbles and pieces of sandstone. Beneath the sandy layers lay the natural - a solid yellow
clay.
Around three thousand pieces of worked flint and waste flint flakes (debitage) were collected
for analysis (virtually 95% collection). The flint work is of mixed period — Mesolithic, Neolithic
and Bronze Age — and includes scrapers, piercers, blades, cores, an axe rough-out and a
(probably) Neolithic arrowhead.
Some 40 sherds of pottery were also recovered, most of which are prehistoric; some are of
typical Bronze Age fabric with some possibly being Beaker. Other sherds look Iron Age and
Roman. These are being processed prior to being sent for dating/analysis.
The excavation failed to produce any evidence for a central burial but a sherd of green glazed
pottery deep in the centre along with two pieces of clay pipe in the layers above it suggest the
centre of the barrow has been disturbed, probably by Antiquarian robbers from the 1700Peacehaven Barrow
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1800s. The robber trench probably corresponds with one of the craters in the mound just
beyond the excavated area.
Beyond this intrusion and below the flint layers we discovered a number of small pits
containing burnt stone, charcoal and pot sherds. Although no cremated bone appears to have
survived, these are likely to be cremation pits. Pottery and charcoal was taken from these
features for dating. A number of stake- and post-holes were also revealed adjacent to and
around the pits, which may indicate grave markers or some other funerary or earlier structure.
However, as yet, only one quadrant has been excavated, so further excavation is needed to
have the full plan of these features.
Several soil samples were removed for further investigation along with several, small charcoal
samples.
No ring ditch was evident but shallow scoops had been removed from the hard yellow clay in
an area where the ditch might be expected. This clay was difficult to excavate with modern
metal tools and it may have proved too difficult for the barrow builders to dig a ring ditch. The
evidence suggests that they brought in soil from the surrounding area instead - possibly from
where they were living and farming down on the valley slope - and they made a mound from
that.
Initial analysis suggests the finds will confirm this to be a Bronze Age funerary monument.
The mound has many similarities to that excavated at Crowlink in 1998, which also produced
multi-period pottery, cremations and a grave, which had been covered by thousands of pieces
of flint debitage.
In the case of the Peacehaven mound it appears the hill-top area was first used as a
“cemetery” with cremation pits being dug with possible markers or structures and, at some
point after this, the pits were covered with flint and soil to make the mound.
A full excavation report is being prepared and there is a possibility of returning to Peacehaven
next year to remove the east section of the barrow, following discussions with English
Heritage.
In the meantime a finds processing day may be organised in due course to process the large
amount of flint recovered from the barrow. Details will be posted on the MSFAT website in
due course but anyone can register their interest by e-mailing me on sbirks@wilmington.co.uk
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who dug or visited for their help and
support. The dig would not have taken place without the support and funding from BHAS,
MSFAT, SAS, CCE Sussex University and English Heritage and Dave Cudmore
Archaeological Supplies. Archaeology South East also deserves thanks for help in
determining the TBM.
Susan Birks (Director)
A copy of the dissertation is appended to the BHAS Field Notebook.
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A RESCUE EXCAVATION OF A ROUND BARROW ABOVE FRIARS BAY IN
PEACEHAVEN: INTERIM REPORT FOR 2008 BY SUSAN BIRKS

Summary
The round barrow in Peacehaven, East Sussex is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SM207)
situated a few metres from the cliff edge above Friar's Bay (Grid ref: TQ 4310 0018). A soil
resistivity survey of the barrow and its immediate surroundings was carried out by members
of Brighton & Hove Archaeological Society (BHAS) and Mid Sussex Field Archaeology Team
(MSFAT) in 2006, which appeared to confirm the presence of a circular barrow with a
possible ring ditch. A magnetometry survey in 2007 suggested the barrow had some areas of
possible intrusion, which related to depressions visible in its surface.
A multi-phase excavation was started in 2007 and continued in 2008 and has so far
investigated the northwest quadrant. The excavation has confirmed that the mound is a
barrow, enclosing a flint cairn and covering various deposits and containing pottery from the
Bronze Age. It also revealed that the barrow was cut by two slit-trenches, dug during the
Second World War. The barrow has also suffered antiquarian intrusion. This interim report
presents the findings of the 2008 excavation of this ongoing project.
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Introduction
Many coastal sites of archaeological interest have been reviewed in recent times and are now
recognised as under threat due to coastal erosion and sea level changes1. The round barrow
on the cliffs at Peacehaven, East Sussex, is one such site. The Scheduled Ancient Monument
(SM207) is situated on open grassland, a few metres from the cliff edge above Friar's Bay
(NGR: TQ 4310 0018) at Peacehaven Heights. This region of chalk coastline is suffering from
rapid erosion and, as a result, the barrow will partially or wholly disappear within the next 1020 years and be lost forever.
With permission from English Heritage and the landowner, a soil resistivity survey of the
barrow and its immediate surroundings was carried out by members of Brighton & Hove
Archaeological Society (BHAS) and Mid Sussex Field Archaeology Team (MSFAT) in June
2006. The results of this survey appeared to confirm the presence of a circular barrow with
possible pits forming a ring ditch. In view of these findings, English Heritage agreed to a
partial excavation of the mound to obtain and record, for future study, as much information as
possible about this monument and to retrieve any artefacts before the monument disappears
into the sea.
The main aims in excavating the mound were to determine and record: Its original shape and
construction; its age; its contents; its dimensions and position in the local landscape and how
it has altered over time and why.
Because the barrow is too close to the cliff edge to safely facilitate total excavation, the
proposal was to excavate the northern half of the mound – that being furthest from the edge
and thus the safest area to work on. The excavation was to be carried out in two phases,
each of two weeks duration. Phase 1: excavation of the northwest quadrant and Phase 2:
excavation of the northeast quadrant. However, the discovery during Phase 1 in 2007 of two
World War 2 (WW2) slit trenches, and a large amount of worked flint, saw considerable time
spent on recording these features and the excavation of the northwest quadrant could not be
completed. The excavated areas were backfilled and the team returned in 2008 to complete
the excavation of the northwest quadrant. A brief overview of the Phase 1 excavation is
provided within this report on Phase 2.

1

Holgate R., 1986. Prehistoric sites threatened by coastal erosion between Seaford Head and Beachy
Head, East Sussex, Sussex Archaeological Collections, 124, 243-44
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Site location
The barrow is located close to the top of a hill at 60m OD on the eastern slope and overlooks
a dry valley to the east. The present mound has a diameter of 25m and a height of
approximately 1m.
The land is privately owned by Hatley Investments, and is mainly grassland with encroaching
gorse. There is a well-used coastal footpath that passes right by the barrow and the
surrounding area of coastline is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, which necessitated further
permissions prior to excavation.
No record has been found of the barrow site being ploughed. However, the land in the valley
to the east has been, and is today, under cultivation. The area immediately west of the barrow
was used as the site of a radar station during WW2 (Appendix 2). Some of these buildings
were demolished between 1995 and 2001 and only the Transformer House now remains2.
Three of the four concrete fence posts marking the boundary of the radar site remain, one
already having been lost to coastal erosion. During WW2, the area surrounding the barrow
was used extensively for coastal defences.
Site geology
The barrow is situated on a remnant of the Woolwich Beds - part of the Tertiary deposits of
Sussex - which comprise clays with subordinate silts, sands and pebble beds and that can be
up to 40m thick. These beds are of Palaeocene age and occur as small isolated outliers on
the dip-slope of the South Downs3. Some 10-20m of the orange brown silts lie beneath the
barrow and below that chalk deposits, forming (at this point on the coast) an impressive 200m
drop to the beach below.
The coast is eroding at between 300-600mm per year, according to annual surveys carried
out by East Sussex County Council (pers. com.ESCC surveyor Graham Kean). These cliffs
collapse periodically due to the sea undercutting the chalk at sea level.
Desktop survey
There is no record of any archaeological excavation carried out on this barrow. The mound is
mentioned in Grinsell’s list of Sussex barrows4, where he describes its size, location and says
that its condition was at that time ‘rather dilapidated’. The result of the recent topographical
survey showed that it was suffering from animal disturbance at its extremities and it had four
depressions in its surface. The latter were thought likely to be as a result of military activity
during WW2 and possible antiquarian exploration.

2

Martin R.G. 1995 Survey of Friars bay Radar Station unpublished (see appendix 1)
Young B. and Lake R.D., 1988. Geology of the country around Brighton and Worthing. British Geological Survey,
London.
4
Grinsell L.V., 1934 Sussex Barrows SAC 75 212-75
3
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Topographical survey
A topographical survey of the barrow was carried out prior to the excavation to provide a
detailed record of its present height, diameter and its craters. This was achieved using a
dumpy level and taking readings of the levels every 1m across one 20m square of the grid
that had been used for both the resistivity and magnetometor survey. These readings were
then plotted and interpolated into contours. However, pinpointing the barrow’s outer limits on
the sloping and uneven ground was difficult and open to subjectivity and the result may not
necessarily represent the shape, centre or size of the original mound.
Magnetometry survey
Prior to the first phase of excavation, a magnetometor survey of the site was undertaken with
the help of David Staveley, Maria Gardiner and Tony Birks, to see whether it would reveal any
useful information about potential burials, pits, ditches or prior use of the land. The results of
the survey confirmed the presence of the round barrow but did not give any indication of a
ring ditch. The depressions and areas where the barrow had been subject to disturbance
gave particularly high readings. There were linear anomalies to the north of the barrow and to
the southeast that will be investigated at later date.
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Overview of Phase 1 excavation
The Phase 1 excavation focussed on the northwest quadrant and three areas (Trenches 1, 2
& 3) were opened up. Area 1 was positioned 0.5m west of the current mound centre, running
west for 6m and north for 4m. It also cut two of the depressions shown on the topographical
survey. Area 2 was 6m by 5m but extended in the northeast corner 1.4m. Area 3 was
positioned west of trench 1 to complete the east-west section (S2) and pick up any ring ditch.
It measured 3.5m by 2m but was also later extended at the western end by 2.5 m.
In Trench 1, five iron staples (250mm in length) were found, upright and apparently in situ just
below the top soil. One of these had chicken wire attached. The metal staples were typical of
those used by the Military during WW2 to fix camouflage netting (pers. comm. Luke Barber)
and wire fencing. A mass of barbed wire and the remains of three wooden stakes, that
traversed the trench in an east-west direction, also suggested defensive barbed wire fencing
had been used in the area. In one area, again just below the top soil, were small rectangles of
grey clay (C4) with looser fill between. These were interpreted as the remains of sand bags,
where the fabric had decayed leaving only the clay fill.
Further excavation of Area 1 revealed two major cuts (C5 and 7), which corresponded with
two of the depressions in the mound. Cut 5 was filled with a coarse, black loamy fill (C6) and
on excavation was found to be a slit trench cut to 1.2m at its deepest point. It continued
beyond the west end of Area 1, so was not fully excavated. It was lined around its lower
edges with iron sheeting. An angle iron that would have supported the corrugated iron was
lying at the base of the cut. Part of a shotgun cartridge and some copper communication wire
were retrieved from the fill C6.
Cut 7 was smaller 750mm wide by 500mm long but continued beyond the southern end of
Area 1. It had been cut to a depth of 850mm and also contained a coarse, loamy black fill
(C8). Iron sheeting lay at the bottom of Cut 7 and had probably lined the sides but had since
collapsed inwards. All evidence suggested Cuts 5 & 7 were WW2 slit trenches that had been
backfilled after the war/
During the second week of excavation, and with limited time left, it was decided to
concentrate on 1m wide strips along the north-south and east-west sections (S1 & S2) so that
these sections could be recorded. Removal of the grey loam topsoil (C1) revealed orangebrown silt with the occasional piece of flint or sandstone (C9). The silt changed very gradually
from orange brown to lighter beige-orange and as an increasing number of pieces of worked
flint were being recovered it was given (C11). The notation C9/11 was used where finds were
found at the indistinct interface of the two contexts. Below that the silt became even lighter
and contained a greater quantity of worked flint along with some (5%) un-worked flint nodules
(C13).
While excavating the east-west section what appeared to be a second, denser layer of flint
was exposed (C16). It later transpired that the flints found higher up in C 9/11 had more than
likely originated from layer C16, cut through by the soldiers when digging the slit trench and
dispersed with the fill in context C9/11.
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A piece of clay pipe was found near the centre of the barrow at a depth of some 400mm
where the sections S1 and S2 meet. No cut was visible at that time that would explain its
presence at this depth. However, after substantial rain and during the backfilling, a very
slightly darker layer of silt become apparent in the section S2, close to the centre of the
barrow and where the piece of clay pipe had been found during the excavation. This was
potential evidence of an earlier intrusion into the barrow at its centre (C17 & 18). The lack of a
continuation of the flint line C16 is also potential evidence that this central area had been
subject to previous disturbance.
On the last day of the two-week dig while the exposing more of sections S1 and S2, the
excavation presented an area of orange brown silt with a slightly greyer tinge (Same as C43
in Excavation 2) with charcoal flecking. However, because excavation time had run out, the
sections S1 and S2 were recorded, plastic sheeting laid down and the whole excavation area
was backfilled.
In Area 2, a piece of plastic coated copper communication wire was found in C1 at the north
edge of the trench and was most likely used by the Military in the slit trenches for
communication with other command points. Area 2 also revealed a layer of flint (C16) that
could be seen in section sloping upwards towards the centre of the barrow, possibly indicating
an early contour of the flint capping of the barrow.
Area 3 was positioned east of Area 1 to complete the east-west section (S2) and determine
the presence or absence of any ring ditch. It was initially 3m long in an easterly direction and
2m wide. Here again, due to time constraints, excavation focused on a 1m width along S2
and it was later extended a further 2.5m west. No suggestion of a ring ditch was found
anywhere and due to lack of time, the excavation of this section was not completed.

Excavation 2 (2008)
In 2008, we returned to complete our excavation of the northwest quadrant. In view of the
time constraints it was agreed by English Heritage that a mechanical digger could be used to
remove the turf and topsoil of the whole excavation area. The area for excavation was
reduced in size, however, as it had become apparent from a review of the resistivity results
that the ring ditch, if it did exist, would be about 8m from the barrow centre.
The northwest quadrant was stripped of its deposits by trowel in 100 mm spits in reverse
stratigraphy. Any identified cuts or other features within the barrow mound were halfsectioned and then fully excavated as they were encountered. All special finds, such as flint
tools or pottery, were subject to three-dimensional recording and given a unique finds
number. All flint (worked and unworked) was collected for later sorting and only sandstone
and indigenous pebbles (unless unusual or worked) were discarded. Layers of flint, once
exposed, were planned and photographed in situ, then collected and bagged, based on a 5mgrid system. Initially, the soil was sieved and occasional flint flakes were recovered but the
extent of flint recovery, estimated to amount to only 0.5 % of the total collection, was
considered too small to merit this level of action. As a result, sieving was confined to special
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features. There was a regular inspection of the spoil heap for any artefacts missed. Metal
detectors were also used on the site and spoil.
Sampling strategy
As the monolith samples taken by James M Stewart in Excavation 1 through Contexts 9 & 11
showed no survival of molluscs or pollen, no more monolith sample were taken. However, soil
samples were taken from features and bagged for wet sieving. Soil samples were taken from
the fill of features such as post-holes and pits. Charcoal samples were collected whenever
found.

Excavation 2 results
Mattocks were used to excavate the first few spits of C9 until the first flint flakes began to
appear. These were left in situ and recorded in plan before being lifted and bagged per 5mgrid. The first layers appeared in the central areas around the slit trenches C5 and C7 found
in the previous excavation. Some sherds of prehistoric pottery, including part of the base of a
small vessel, were also found near to slit trench C5 at this level. A flint arrowhead was also
found in C9, although no signs of deliberate deposition or a cut was visible. It seemed to
simply form part of the flint debitage that lay across the central area. Gradually the soil
became slightly paler, more orange and produced a greater amount of flint debitage (C11).
The distribution of the flint was largely confined to a circular area of approximately 8m in
diameter. Several sherds of prehistoric pottery were found, spread widely across the site in
C11. Their positions were recorded in three dimensions.
Below a depth of 500mm, the central area became virtually clear of flint, while toward the
outer edge of the barrow larger pieces of flint debitage, as well as unworked flint nodules of
up to100mm (30%) and sandstone pieces below 100mm (2%) were found. Among this layer
was a trace of broken green metal, 15mm long and 3mm wide. The minute pieces were
recovered along with the soil around it.
As the excavation continued through C13, the pottery finds increased and small stake-holes
started to appear. At this level most of the central area produced only one or two pieces of
flint debitage (5%). A piece of clay pipe and a sherd of abraded 14th Century pottery (pers.
comm Luke Barber) were found near the centre of the barrow but there was no obvious cut at
this point.
Further trowelling began to reveal small areas of purple brown or grey silts and flecks of
charcoal, not present in the layers above. The first of these features, C22 was a pit filled with
purple brown silt, burnt sandstone pieces up to100mm (30%) and small flecks of charcoal
(1%) (C21). This pit was half-sectioned, recorded and then fully excavated and finds
recovered included flint debitage, fire cracked flint and a piece of pot. Adjacent to C22 was a
small square feature, C32, which on excavation appeared to be a post hole with a post-pipe.
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A further feature, C35, was found which continued under the southern wall of the trench. It
contained dark purple silts (C36) with burnt sandstone pieces of up to 20mm (5%) and
charcoal flecks (3%), a pottery sherd and fire-cracked flint. There was a 100-200mm feature
(C37), containing grey silt (C38), abutting its eastern edge. A further cut, C41, was excavated
adjacent to slit trench C5. This contained similar purple brown silts (C40) with burnt
sandstone pieces of up to 10mm (1%). About 500 mm west of this feature was another
possible post hole (C46).
An area of slightly darker silts (C43) with charcoal flecking was investigated near the centre of
the barrow. This feature continued under the southern end of the trench and was more
ephemeral, but contained charcoal flecks (2%) and produced a couple of small sherds of
pottery.
On the last day of excavation, the central area revealed a further cut (C45), which was also
full of purple brown silts (C44), worked flint ({1%), sandstone pieces <20mm (0.5%), charcoal
flecks (0.5%) and a sherd of pot. At greater depth the whole central area seemed to comprise
a mixture of orange and grey silts, but without defined edges or features.
Several small stake holes (SH 1 to 12) were found across the central area, and SH9 was
found at the northern end of the trench. The stake holes were all vertical and approximately
50mm in width.
No ring ditch was found despite the further exploration of a 1 x 3.5m trench (T2) placed
across the area where the ditch should have been based on the resistivity survey. This area
was excavated down to the hard yellow clay natural. There were shallow scoops dug out of
the clay but no obvious ring ditch. The trench did produce a large amount of worked flint with
a predominance of worked cores and blades. Areas at the edge of the flint capping along
north-south and east-west sections were also investigated for evidence of a ring ditch. The
north-south section (S1) showed only a very slight depression in the clay and the east-west
section showed no obvious depression.

The Finds
Flint
Some 209 kg of flint debitage was collected during the excavation comprising over 20,000
thousand pieces. Around 90% of the finds consisted of knapping debitage, which appears to
have been used as a major constituent in the construction of the barrow. Because it is such a
large collection, the flint is still being processed. A representative sample from each context
was, however, assessed briefly by Chris Butler. Initial findings suggest that the main contexts
(C9 & C11) that make up the mound matrix are of mixed assemblages ranging from
Mesolithic through to BA. C9 appears very mixed and includes some scrapers and one hollow
based arrowhead of later Neolithic style but C11 is predominantly later Neolithic and Bronze
Age debitage with a few residual Mesolithic pieces. A small sample of C13 viewed by Chris
Butler comprised numerous Mesolithic blades and bladelets, cores and a tranchet adze with
Peacehaven Barrow Rescue
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possibly a small pick (core tool), but also a typical Neolithic scraper, and flake debitage. A
number of flakes collected from the features (C22, 35, 41, 43 and 45) found at the base of the
mound are Mesolithic but most pieces were too undiagnostic to provide a date.
Several pieces of fire-cracked flint were also present. These will be weighed and total weight
per context will be given in the final report.
Other stone materials of note were the burnt sandstone pieces found in the features C22, 35,
41 and 43, and which was present in relatively large pieces and significant concentrations in
pits C22, 41, and 30 giving the deposits a very striking purple/red hue and to a lesser degree
in features C35 and 43. This percentage of sandstone was not present in the rest of the
barrow silts. I am unaware any functional purpose for the burnt sandstone. One might
assume that the material was simply present in the natural geology of the area and was
scooped up and placed in the pit with other burnt material. Alternatively, the material may
have a symbolic or visual purpose.
In addition to the small round black/green pebbles found in the natural geology of the
Woolwich beds, the excavation produced four large, flat brown pebbles of note; one was
recovered from the burnt deposits on one of the pits and another immediately above one of
the pits; the others were among the flint scatter in C13. Some broken pieces of pebble of
similar size and shape to the intact ones were also found within C13. The intact pebbles
showed no signs of wear or marking but they had a symmetry and feel that was very pleasing
to the senses. Much has been written on the ritual significance of pebbles in funerary sites. I
shall not attempt to add to any interpretation here beyond noting their presence and that
similar flat quartz pebbles were found in the Crowlink barrow5.
Pottery
Some 415g of pottery (45 sherds) were recovered during the excavation and Table 3 lists the
assemblage weight by context. The pottery from Peacehaven has, so far, only been briefly
spot dated by Mike Seagar Thomas. It is a small assemblage and thus reveals only a
presence or absence of activity in various time periods. For example, there are one or two
potential EBA sherds, some MBA sherds, mainly LBA sherds, accompanied by some Early to
Middle Iron Age and local Romano British East Sussex wares, as well as an intrusive piece of
Saxon pottery and a glazed sherd from the 1400-1500s.
Only a couple of pieces were recovered from the fills of features C22 and 35 and these have
been provisionally spot dated as Mid to Late Bronze Age. It is hoped the further excavation
will produce a larger assemblage and thus provide a dating sequence. Some photographs of
the different fabrics are given in Appendix 7. As the pottery was recorded three dimensionally,
future work will include spatial analysis.

5

Greatorex, C., 2001. Evidence of Sussex prehistoric ritual traditions, Sussex Archaeological Collections 139,

27-79
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Table 3: Weight of pottery from major contexts
Context

wt in g

C13

205g

C11

110g

C9

50g

Other

50g

Total

415g

Metalwork and other objects
The minute traces of green corroded metal found in a 2cm line among the flint scatter in C13,
were recovered and sent for analysis by David Randall at the University of Sussex, using a
Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM-ED) with Back Scattered Electron Detector (BSE).
However, the sample was so small that all that could be determined was that it comprised
mainly copper chloride and tin. The minute amount and poor state of preservation prevented
any interpretation of its form or purpose or impurity signatures.
The clay-pipe stems cannot be dated with any accuracy but they are likely to of a late18th or
19th Century date (pers.comm. Luke Barber).
Charcoal
Several small flecks of charcoal were collected from the barrow from different contexts but
nothing larger than 0.5cm. The largest of these will be sent for species analysis and those in
suitable uncontaminated contexts might also be sent for radio carbon dating. This too will be
carried out once the excavation is complete and the best candidates for analysis have been
selected.
Wet sieving
Wet sieving has so far produced one piece of pot and several small flint flakes. Limited
charred organic remains were also recovered from feature C35. These will also be sent for
speciation and possible carbon dating.

Discussion
The excavation, though incomplete, has provided significant data about the barrow’s age,
construction and about how it has altered over time. The WW2 intrusion into the barrow
comprised two slit trenches that would have been used for the defence of the former radar
station and coastline. The extent of these trenches could be seen clearly due to their black,
Peacehaven Barrow Rescue
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loamy backfill, which was uncharacteristic of the local soil. The sheet iron and angle irons are
typical materials used in WW2 slit trenches.
Also from Excavation 1, a green plastic button, the metal staples (some with chicken wire
attached), military style barbed wire (Luke Barber, pers. com.) and copper communication
wire all suggest that military used the monument for defensive purposes during WW2. The
intrusions went to the very core of the mound, stopping approx 100- 200 mm above the
natural clay in some places but not obliterating the lowest flint scatter in other areas. As a
result, they quite probably also cut through one or more prehistoric features and their spoil
was most likely spread around the slit trenches to build up ground for extra cover. This
spreading of spoil may account for the small amount of prehistoric pot found in C9 which
probably originally belonged in a lower C11 or 13.
Evidence for other intrusions comes from the pieces of clay pipe and 14/15th century pottery
found at the centre of the mound and at a depth of approximately 400mm. Any visible sign of
this intrusion was hard to see during excavation or in the sections. However, the fact that the
layer of flint C16 does not continue its clear line right to the centre of the barrow in both
sections S1 and S2 lends weight to the theory that there were one or more intrusions in the
centre at some point in antiquity. A depression still exists immediately south of the barrow’s
centre and is probably an entry point for intrusion. The clay-pipe found suggests this was
sometime between the 1700s and late 1800s. The pot-sherd dating from the 1400-1500s is
harder to explain. Abrasion on the edges of the sherd suggests it had been moving around in
the soil for some time before it became buried in the mound. One explanation might be that
the mound was visited (maybe as a lookout post) in the 1400s and that a piece of a broken
vessel from that time was collected much later within the backfill of the hole dug by
antiquarians in the 1700-1800s.
It is not possible to say whether the intruders found a central burial but their intrusion did
reach the prehistoric layers in the centre of the mound. Despite these various intrusions, large
areas of the prehistoric surface of the quadrant excavated appeared to be undisturbed. The
sections show that the barrow comprised a matrix of silt deposits that were, at some point in
time, capped with flint, pebbles and sandstone and silt. The base and outer limits of the flint
mound appear to have comprised unworked nodules of brown flint of up to 300 mm (20%),
with largely grey blue flint debitage making up the remainder of the mound to a height of
around 500 mm. This matrix, which contained sherds of Bronze Age pottery, could have been
scooped up locally, or from elsewhere, and deposited on the barrow. The flint layers gave no
indication of having been knapped in situ on the mound. The circle formed by the flint layer
had a diameter of approximately 8m, consistent with the high resistance on the resistivity plot.
A similar cairn style barrow construction was found at Crowlink (ibid). At one or more points in
time thereafter, further silt material was added increasing the height of the mound to around a
meter.
The earliest features of the Peacehaven mound were four shallow pit features (C22, 41, 30,
35 and 43) containing burnt deposits and some pottery. No cremated bone was found in
these features or elsewhere in the barrow. This lack of bone is a puzzling yet not uncommon
feature of barrows. Especially as pH tests on the deposits came out neutral. Each pit had one
or, in some cases, two small postholes (or large stakeholes), either above, adjacent or close
Peacehaven Barrow Rescue
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by. This is a phenomenon seen elsewhere in barrow excavations. On Itford Hill6, Holden
noted that in seven cases (eight if the Primary burial was included), the cremation holes were
accompanied by a small stake hole. At Peacehaven, the flint capping completely covered
these (excluding the one found on the northern edge of the trench), suggesting the capping
happened in a later phase than the original deposits. One interpretation of this evidence could
be that these postholes are grave markers but they could also form part of some larger
funerary structure or dwelling. This will only become clearer on the excavation of further
quadrants. The 10 stake holes also form no obvious pattern but this may change once more
of the barrow is exposed.
In terms of pottery, there were no complete vessels only single sherds spread around the site
and what seemed to be only ‘token’ pieces of pot found in some of the burnt deposits of the
pit features (C22, 35 and 45). These sherds could, therefore, also represent debris taken from
the area where the soil was collected and used to build the mound. A two dimensional plot of
the location of each sherd does not indicate any clusters, instead it produces a broad and
fairly even spread across the mound with some sherds coming from beyond the mound. Spot
dating by Mike Sega Thomas suggests that these range from a couple of early BA, (possibly
Beaker) wares through to MBA, LBA, Iron Age, Romano British and Saxon wares. The sherds
were too small to say anything about forms.
Despite all efforts to find a ring ditch there was little evidence for one. The shallow scoops
found in the clay natural in Trench T2, and seen in S1, could represent attempts to dig a ditch
and these may have produced the dark patches on the resistivity survey. But the barrow
constructors seem to have soon given up on such efforts - understandably, as the clay was
difficult to excavate using metal tools. Although the excavation is still incomplete, the lack of a
definite ditch is not dissimilar to that at Crowlink, where excavation revealed only the
“indistinct trace of a horseshoe shaped ditch or gully (cut 18)” identified in the southwest and
northwest quadrants by Greatorex (ibid). He describes the 1m wide and 170mm deep profile
seen in the section.
The barrow in its setting
To imagine the barrow in its BA setting one must remember that the coastline has eroded
significantly at Peacehaven7. Woodcock 8 has demonstrated that the off shore, sub-surface
contours drop steeply along this coastline. At Peacehaven contours fall over 30 metres within
a kilometre of the present coast and it is thought the BA coastline is somewhere within that
distance.
The evidence suggests that the mound was formed to cover, if not a central burial, several
deposits. The fact that the barrow cannot be seen when approaching from the west could
indicate that the mound was built by people that lived and farmed the eastern slope and
valley, still in agricultural use today. Settlement sites could be on these slopes waiting to be
6

Holden E. W. 1972, A Bronze Age Cemetery Barrow on Itford Hill, Beddingham, Sussex, SAC 110 70-117
Jones, D., 1981. The Geomorphology of the British Isles Southeast and Southern England. Methuen & Co. Ltd. p261-71
8
Woodcock, A., 2003. The archaeological implications of coastal change in Sussex in D. Rudling (ed), The Archaeology
of Sussex to AD2000. Heritage Marketing & Publications Ltd,
7
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discovered or they could be on the area now lost to the sea. But how this monument ties in
with the enclosure on Castle Hill, or the barrows that once existed on the ridge, now built over
requires more investigation. The recent excavations for the sewage works carried out at by
ASE at the end of 2009, less than half a mile west of the barrow, have also uncovered BA
features. The ASE report is in preparation, and it will be useful to swap data and notes.
It is hoped that charcoal samples obtained from the Peacehaven excavation and particularly
from feature C35, may provide some paleo-environmental data about the landscape and
some dating for the community that may have dwelt near and built or used the barrow.
The aim is to return and excavate the Northeast quadrant in September 2010.
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EXCAVATIONS AT ARLINGTON
The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Field Unit spent most of the early winter
months and much of the summer with Greg Chuter at Arlington. The new season investigated
features observed as geophysical anomalies in a survey conducted by David Staveley in
2007. In previous seasons post holes had been found on the south side of the Roman road
known to cross the field in this location (TQ543068).
The new season opened an area north of the road and revealed a number of ditches and
large pits. A cobbled flint surface maybe a possible link road running northwards to an area of
high resistance that could be a Roman building, the crop in that section of the field was
noticeably shorter.
A chronological sequence could be discerned from the various features, with pits cutting
earlier ditches. Sections were cut in various parts of the field to investigate other anomalies,
and revealed other pits and ditches. It is obvious that this field possesses a substantial
Roman presence from the early Roman period. It is possible that it is a settlement associated
with a crossing or bridge over the river Cuckmere. The early pottery may suggest that this
settlement was very active until the creation and building of the Saxon Shore fort at
Pevensey, and that trade and industry may then have moved to the more protected
environment.
The report for the excavations at Arlington will be written by the Assistant County
Archaeologist Mr Greg Chuter, who was the director of the excavation.
John Funnell 1st December 2009
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EXCAVATIONS AT VARLEY HALLS
(Casual Notes by John Funnell)
Introduction
In July and August of 2008 members of the BHAS Field Unit joined Lisa Fisher, a student
from Sussex University for an excavation at Varley Halls, Coldean, Brighton.
The project was carried out under the auspices of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological
Society and supported by manpower from the Society and other parties. A brief had been
submitted to Brighton and Hove City Council and the County Archaeologist who had approved
the investigation prior to the commencement of the excavations.
The excavation was to focus on a ploughed out lynchet that runs across the field which is
located west of the Varley Halls of residence complex. The lynchet is a distinct linear feature
known about from aerial photographs, but with very little contour evidence on the ground. The
field was ploughed for some considerable time before the tenant farmer released the tenancy
from which time the field has lain fallow.
The field lies between the known Bronze Age sites at Downsview (Rudling) and Varley Halls
(Greig) which were excavated prior to and just after the completion of the Brighton bypass.
The field was field walked by BHAS as an assessment for the bypass (Hartridge & Kenward)
and later in 1995 (Funnell). The field walking produced finds from the Iron Age and Roman
periods with flint work indicating activities during the prehistoric period. The field walking
produced very little artefacts in concentrated areas, suggesting that there are no other
settlements between the two known Bronze Age sites.
The initial stage of the new project was a large geophysical survey that produced clear
images of the feature to be investigated. (Fig 1.) A total of 3 trenches were opened with the
main trench measuring 10 metres in length and 2 metres in width being the main focus of
attention cutting through the lynchet. The other trenches examined other geophysical
anomalies and were quite small trenches measuring only 2 metres in length and 1 metre in
width.
The Excavations
The main trench was excavated down to the chalk bedrock and the stratigraphy recorded
through section drawing. All of the finds were recorded three dimensionally in an attempt to
produce a detailed stratigraphy and note the finds from the various layers.
The lynchet proved to be a very shallow feature comprised of a dark, clay like, loam. It was
quite distinct in the section. There was no evidence for a negative lynchet of the south side.
The lynchet appeared as shallow bank and was carefully sectioned, but it produced no real
dateable finds. The small trench to the east of the main excavation revealed only natural
chalk and nothing to indicate the anomaly revealed in the geophysical survey. A similar sized
trench to the west of the main excavation again failed to find any archaeological features, but
did produce a small number of sherds of Bronze Age/ Iron Age pottery.
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The Finds
Field walking had produced finds of flint work and pottery clearly indicating that the area was
utilised during the Iron Age and Roman periods, but nothing to suggest Bronze Age activity. It
is highly likely that the delicate structure of the prehistoric pottery would not allow it to survive
for too long in such aggravated and tremulous conditions.
The majority of the finds consisted of Roman pottery along with a few fragments of Iron Age
sherds. There was a small amount of flint work suggesting a late Neolithic to Early Bronze
Age usage of the fields in ancient times. A large percentage of the finds were of glass and
contemporary ceramics.
One aspect of the investigations was a environmental study of the various subtle soil layers.
Conclusions
The excavations at Varley Halls in 2008 were a very useful investigation of open lands
between Bronze Age sites. The finds were few and the paucity tends to suggest that the field
was perhaps utilised more in the later Iron Age and Roman periods than the earlier prehistoric
period.
The investigation also raised the issue of the ploughed out lynchet and its purpose. The
evidence tends to discount the feature as a lynchet, and suggest that it maybe a trackway
down to the valley bottom and a possible water source.
The excavation will now be a detailed report by Lisa Fisher and it is anticipated that the final
draught will be deposited at Barbican House. The report will be attached to a later edition of
the BHAS Field Notebook and will be placed on the BHAS website once published.
The author would like to thank all of the BHAS Field Unit who helped with the field activities at
Varley Halls.
References:Funnell J.
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VARLEY HALLS 2008 – INTERIM REPORT
LISA JAYNE FISHER, UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX
In the summer of 2008 the author and several members of BHAS conducted initial
archaeological investigations into the palaeo-landscape around Varley Halls of Residence,
off Coldean Lane in Brighton. This BA settlement site had previously been excavated in
1991 by Ian Grieg from ASE and the site being investigated this year lies on a steep south
facing slope halfway between the original excavations and a further BA settlement
(Downsview) excavated by David Rudling as part of the Brighton by-pass project. It was
hoped that by targeting a small area, a larger palaeo-landscape could be established
whereby farming practices and maybe even territorial boundaries in the Middle Bronze
Age may be further understood and investigated. It was also hoped to identify and date a
linear feature running across the field. The area was originally chosen from BHAS field
walking activities in 2000, with the spatial patterning of prehistoric flints used as a target to
help select an area for investigation. The author then superimposed aerial photographs
over the field walking results to give a clearer pattern of activity. What became very
evident was a large linear feature running across the field in a diagonal manner. An area
80m x 60m was then surveyed with a small team (David, Brenda, Dot and the author) in
the autumn of 2007 with the unit’s resistivity meter.
The results in fig.1 clearly show the linear feature, which was provisionally interpreted as a
lynchet, due to it’s continuity in the surrounding contours of Coldean Valley. This gave a
clear target for excavation.

Fig.1. Varley Halls geophysical linear feature
On July 12th 2008 the excavation began with the author directing and John Funnell
supervising at weekends. Initially the methodology was to open a 1m x 10m wide strip to
understand the stratigraphy. This was removed quickly by hand mattocking and the trench
hit the chalk bedrock at 60cm. Once removed the stratigraphy became clearer with a
lovely section face exposed (fig.2). This was then sampled by Mike Allen for soil micromorphology analysis as well as for mollusc data retrieval. The second 1m strip of the
trench was then carefully hand trowelled (apart from the topsoil) with all finds from all
periods 3-D recorded (i.e. eastings, northings and height above sea level). The aims of this
methodology was to ascertain the position of all finds in the soil to help understand the
colluvium depositions throughout different time zones, results for this are pending. Also
noted was the activity of worms and bioturbation to help understand residual deposits
during excavation.
Varley Hall Part 2
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The majority of finds came from within the topsoil, with very few modern artefacts and
mostly BA flintwork with a total of 349 struck flints recovered. A handful of prehistoric and
Roman pottery sherds have been useful in beginning to date the horizons and at the
bottom of the feature we found three small fragments of a bronze alloy pin next to a sherd
of BA pottery. The feature itself, once stripped of the topsoil, consisted primarily of a very
low bank of flint nodules resting on the chalk bedrock with a relic prehistoric soil (turfline)
overlaying the edge of the bank on the southern side (fig.2 and 3). This has been
provisionally interpreted as the badly truncated remains of a positive lynchet, dated to the
BA by means of a few sherds of BA pottery found lying directly underneath the bank. Later
ploughing has removed the top of this lynchet which is now levelled and barely
recognizable from the ground. Further down profile was a buried prehistoric rendzina soil
which was virtually sterile of any artefacts. There appeared to be no negative lynchet and
so this site cannot easily be interpreted or compared to some of the other well known BA
lynchets in Sussex, such as Bishopstone and Bullock down, where both positive and
negative lynchets are evident.

Fig.2. Section face showing buried prehistoric soil horizon as dark brown layer to the right

Fig.3. Vertical shot showing the turf line as a dark diagonal band next to the flint bank
It is entirely possible that only the top part of the field was cultivated with the flint
accumulating over time to form a boundary against a fence line. It is my guess that the
bottom field, being of a very steep adverse camber, was too difficult to plough and so this
may have been used as pasture for cattle. 75% of the bone assemblage from the adjacent
settlement was cattle bone and I have put forward the theory that the hillside naturally
inclines (a hanging valley is apparent here) towards a water collection point at the bottom
of the field (red dot on fig.4). I have called this the ‘washing machine theory’ as the area
lies halfway between the two BA communities, I believe it may well have been a communal
domestic area, but then I am often subject to fanciful thinking! However, further auguring
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and/or excavation in this area may well result in more evidence to back this theory up;
there is still an existing natural pond on the other side of Coldean Lane, right opposite this
area within 10m distance. It would also make sense to keep cattle on the bottom part of
this field within easy reach of a natural water hole.
The mollusc report backs up the evidence that the landscape consisted of open, possibly
arable/pasture land but full dates and interpretation in relation to the stratigraphy is
pending full analysis.
At present my conclusion includes the possibility that the linear feature may have also
been used as a track way running down to the water source from another settlement
further upslope of Varley Halls but without further soil sampling and geophysical evidence,
this theory is not confirmed but is likely.
The basis of this conclusion means that further investigations will take place next summer,
trying to understand the bottom of the field and to investigate an area up slope that may or
may not contain further BA domestic activity.
The author wishes to extend her thanks to the members of BHAS without whom the dig
would have been impossible and very boring!

Fig.4.The geophysics feature superimposed on the aerial photograph with the red dot
indicating a likely water collection point
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SAXON BURIALS AT BEDDINGHAM
In October of 2008 a request for assistance by the BHAS Field Unit was made by East
Sussex County Council. Metal detectorists had found a number of burials in a field close to
the Beddingham roundabout. The team opened up 3 small trenches to reveal the complete
skeletons of 3 individuals.
The location of the cemetery is on a slightly inclined knoll with views to the site of the
Beddingham Roman villa and the Iron Age hill-fort of Caburn. The fields around Beddingham
have produced other finds dated to several periods including the Neolithic, Roman and Saxon
periods. (Funnell) (Rudling)
The burials are not that far below the surface and are quite shallow cut graves, but as yet had
not been affected by ploughing, although it was a very close situation. The burials were
excavated over 4 days and the complete skeletons were removed for further examination.
The burials lay in a variety of orientation, with one north/south another east/west and the third
at about 45 degrees of orientation to the others. There appeared to be no distinct method or
orientation for the burials. It is usual that east/west orientated burials are normally found in
Saxon contexts.
The burials produced a number of artefacts including weapons and a shield boss in what are
thought to be male warrior burials. The third burial contained a number of brooches located
close to the shoulders, and around the midriff. This burial also had a bronze or non-ferrous
vessel with a handle covering the head. It is quite a unique item and very rare (A.Richardson
pers. Comm.) The third burial is believed to be female from the artefacts recovered. The sex
of all the skeletons will be confirmed by a more detailed examination of the remains.
The field was subjected to a major resistivity and magnetometry survey and it appears that
there are a number of other grave cuts. This can only be confirmed by excavation.
East Sussex County Council and English Heritage have now scheduled the site to provide
legal protection for the remaining grave cuts and other possible associated features.
The BHAS Field Unit would like to thank ESCC for inviting them take part in this excavation.
The location is being kept strictly secret until further notice. Further information can be
obtained by contacting either Mr Casper Johnson, the County Archaeologist or Mr Greg
Chuter at County Hall.
John Funnell 24th October 2008

References:Funnell J.D. 2008 ‘Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society Notebook 2008’
Rudling D.R.
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EXCAVATIONS AT SOUTHWICK
During the latter part of 2008 members of the BHAS Field Unit joined Giles Standing to assist
with his excavations at Southwick. Giles organised the small excavation in the playing field
area of Manor Hall Middle School as part of the National Archaeology Week in July. The
excavation was preceded by a resistivity survey conducted by the Worthing Archaeological
Society over a large part of the field. The equipment was borrowed from the Sussex
Archaeological Society and Archaeology South East. The location of the excavation is only a
short distance from the substantial Roman villa excavated in the 1930’s, which was dated to
the first century A.D.
The excavation revealed a flint constructed Roman wall, without mortar, and a chalk floor.
The finds from the fills of the various features included animal bones, oyster shells, Roman
bricks, roofing tile and pottery of both Iron Age and Roman periods. A number of unidentified
iron objects were also recovered. Members of the BHAS field unit who assisted were Dot
McBrien and Linda Wright who live locally. Susan Birks and Keith Butler went along to plan
and draw the sections prior to the back filling. It is possible that a new excavation will be
conducted some time in the future.
John Funnell
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Levels Taken at Southwick Excavations Saturday 15th November 2008 and Converted
to the O.D. Measurements.

The 10M contour crossed at the north/west corner of the excavation
Location

Level M (Converted)

North/West Top

10.0 (On the contour line)

North/west Bottom

9.26 (This means that the excavation was
74cms deep)

North/East Top

10.05

North/East Stepped Depth

9.445

North/East Bottom

9.25

South/west Top

10.0

South/west Bottom

9.16

South/east Top

10.05

South/east Bottom

9.205

Wall Top

9.56

Levels of ‘Floor’ Feature in west Face, south of wall.
Top

9.47

Bottom

9.27

Bottom of SW corner Ref.

9.16

Surface south of the wall (S/W Corner) gulley

9.2

Surface north of wall

9.07
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GEOPHYSICS AT STAPLEFIELD
In May of 2008 a small number of the BHAS Field Unit joined Sue Ray for a small resistivity
survey at the ‘Old Kennels’ at Staplefield. The house has a very large garden and was once
terraced for the creation of a grass tennis court. The object of the survey was to seek
evidence for the remains of a substantial building shown in a drawing possessed by the
house owner.
The resistivity survey used a TR systems machine, the measurements were in Ohms and
taken at 1 metre intervals. A total of 3 grids measuring 20 metres x 20 metres were examined
(Fig 1.) The ground was quite damp with rain having fallen over the preceding few weeks. A
very deep garden pond is located on the north side of the garden and was not included in the
survey.
The results of the resistivity survey produced no evidence for any building or structure being
located beneath the garden/tennis court. It is possible that the drawing has some artistic
license and that the building shown is located elsewhere, or that the structure has been
substantially removed, but foundation trenches should then have been produced linear
arrangements of low resistance. One other possibility is that the building was never there.
The author would like to thank the house owner for allowing permission to conduct the survey,
Sue Ray for inviting the Society and to David Staveley and Maria Gardiner who conducted the
survey.
John Funnell 1st December 2009
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS FROM BEDDINGHAM
Early in 2008 Mr David Bangs, of Brighton, walked around the Beddingham area and he
noted considerable quantities of fire-cracked flint in a field located west of Preston Court
Farm. The fire-cracked flint appeared extremely concentrated on the southern, upper reaches
of the field where there is almost a pathway of fire-cracked. (Pers comm. D.Bangs). This may
possibly be the location of a ploughed out flint cairn?
The author and Mr Bangs re-visited the field on Saturday 1st March 2008 and both again
noted numerous pieces of fire-cracked flint. The concentration of flint appears to be focused
in a shallow depression on the side of the hill. (TQ456070). The field is known to contain a
small Roman building, possibly associated with the large villa complex excavated at
Beddingham during the 1990’s. The finds recovered also lay close to a known Saxon
cemetery.
The Material Collected
Flintwork
(1x) Classic Neolithic white patinated (Oyster shaped) scraper.
Fire-cracked Flint- Total 7 pieces - Weight 198 gms
The Pottery
A total of 15 sherds of pottery were collected on the first visit, with an additional 4 sherds on
March 1st making an overall total of 19 sherds for both visits.
Iron Age evidence is depicted by 3 sherds of pottery (16%). The inclusions of flint vary in size
from 0.3mm up to 4mm in length. One piece is a very hard sand tempered sherd which is very
similar to known Iron Age Caburn pottery. Caburn lies immediately north of this field.
The Roman pottery is a mixture of 3 fabrics. The predominant type is East Sussex Ware with
a total of 14 sherds (73%). The East Sussex Ware collection included 2 pieces of rim and a
single sherd of base. The remaining 2 pieces are hard sand tempered wares. (10%)
The pottery, flint work and fire-cracked flint are supportive evidence for the archaeological
remains and features known from this field. It would require further organised field walking
and geophysical surveys to determine the exact nature and location of these features, and
determine the accurate location of the ‘pathway’ of fire-cracked flint.

The Beddingham Roman villa was excavated by South East Archaeology and University
College London (UCL) for about six years from about 1989 to 1995. The villa was a
substantial building having large main rooms, corridors at the front and rear and an early bath
house attached to the northern side. There were also winged rooms on the east side. The
Beddingham Finds
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villa also had a large well, similar to the one excavated at Barcombe this year. Other
similarities to the Barcombe villa included earlier phases which incorporated an Iron Age
round house and Bronze Age cremation burials. The Beddingham villa had a later bath house
located further east from the main building, further down the gentle slope towards a stream
that runs from a spring located in the north facing scarp slope of the Downs. The villa is
located just east of Lewes and close to the Beddingham roundabout.
The author would like to thank Mr Bangs for bringing the finds to the attention of the Brighton
and Hove Archaeological Society.
John Funnell (3rd March 2008)

Beddingham Finds

Page 2 of 2

FLINT AND OTHER FINDS FROM HORSESHOE PLANTATION

Introduction
A recent walk on the South Downs by Mr Dave Bangs from Brighton has produced a number
of finds and possible features related to a hitherto ‘unknown’ archaeological site on the south
facing slope of the South Downs. A foray into the copse of trees known as Horseshoe
Plantation produced a number of flint flakes, fire-cracked flint and a large nodule of lead. The
site is south of, and close to, the Scheduled Ancient Monument of Plumpton Plain, excavated
by Holleyman and Cecil Curwen in the 1930’s. (Holleyman & Curwen). Lynchets, which are
part of an ancient field system, are located in the field to the east of the new site.
A second visit to the site was made on Saturday 1st March 2008. It was confirmed that the
small wood does contain a circular feature. The feature is a complete circular ditch measuring
approximately 20 metres in diameter (25 paces) with a ditch width of about 0.6M. There is no
visible trace of a mound within the boundary of the ditch, but a shallow bank on the inside of
the ditch bank is probably the upcast from the ditch. An examination of the interior of the
circular ditch noted a number of grey patinated flint flakes and some fire-cracked. All of the
finds were left in-situ.
The flint collection from Mr Bangs earlier visit consisted of a total of 33 flakes, all hard
hammered, with about 57% retaining vestiges of cortex suggesting that they are primary
flakes. The flakes were mainly blue/grey in colour with only 6 pieces having a white patination
(18%) and a single black item which may prove to be a notched flake.
The single item of lead appeared to be an elongated nodule measuring 75mm in length and
24wide, tapering down at both ends. It measures 7mm in thickness, but has no real defined
shape.
Horseshoe Plantation contains what appears to be some form of prehistoric enclosure. The
circular ditch encloses a proliferation of flint-work and fire cracked flint. The lack of earthworks
associated with the ditch is quite odd. The lack of a central mound would tend to suggest that
it is not a burial mound, and a lack of any depression indicates that the interior has not been
investigated in the past. The absence of any earthworks for a surrounding bank raises the
question about where the earth from the ditch creation has been re-deposited? The earthwork
lies immediately adjacent to an ancient parish boundary and a dip in the straight line of this
boundary towards the feature tends to suggest that it was used as an ancient marker (Pers
comm. D.Bangs).
A similar up-cast of fire-cracked and flint work from a badger set was noted several years ago
in another copse of trees located east from this site. This collection came from the opposite
side of the same valley, with an ancient field system lying between. Both locations are quite
close and south of the major excavations conducted at Plumpton Plain early in the last
century. This part of Sussex and particularly around Falmer and St Mary Farm abounds with
barrows and large lynchets. It is obviously the site of significant prehistoric activity probably
dating from both the Bronze and Iron Ages.
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The feature may benefit from a small scale resistivity survey in and around the circular area to
determine whether or not there are features, post holes or other incursions within the
enclosure. The survey will be part of a future BHAS project if permission is granted from the
landowner.
The author would like to thank Mr Bangs for bringing the feature to the attention of the
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society.

References:Holleyman G.A. & Curwen E.C. ‘Late Bronze Age Lynchet-Settlements on PlumptonPlain,
Sussex’. Reports prepared on behalf of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society 1935.
John Funnell 3rd February 2008
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SECOND WORLD WAR AIR RAID SHELTERS AT LEWES
In April of 2008 the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society was asked to conduct a
watching brief during earthmoving at the Landport estate near Lewes (TQ40111). The
developers were about to move earth and create a more level environment for new allotments
in that area. The location is on the south facing slope of a hill that is known to contain a
number of barrows tentatively dated to the Bronze Age.
The Society visited the site over the intervening week and found little evidence for Bronze
Age activity but what was revealed beneath the scrub covered ground was a pair of
substantial Second World War air raid shelters. The location of these structures was
previously unknown or recorded. The BHAS field unit excavated as big an area as possible in
the time allowed and drawings were made of the shelters, and photographs taken.
Further details about the air raid shelters and the excavation can be obtained from Greg
Chuter, the Assistant County Archaeologist for East Sussex at County Hall, Lewes.
I would like to thank all those members of the BHAS Field Unit who took part in the exercise.
John Funnell 31st October 2008
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BRIGHTON AND HOVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
WATCHING BRIEF
PLANNING APPLICATION No:- BH2007/03754
ADDRESS:- 26 The Cliff, Roedean
PLANNING OFFICER:- Ms Sonia Kanwar
NAME OF APPLICANT:- Mr Bernie Rogers
DATE OF FIRST CONTACT FROM CONTRACTOR:-18th April 2008
DATE OF WATCHING BRIEF:- 19th April 2008
BHAS OFFICER CONDUCTING WATCHING BRIEF:- J.Funnell

RESULTS OF EXAMINATION
A visit was made to the site on Saturday 19th April. The trenches for the footings had
already been dug. The trenches adjacent to the house were down to chalk level and no
incursions or archaeological features were noted cutting into the natural bedrock. Other
trenches relating to an extension to the existing patio did not reach chalk. An examination
of the sides of the footing trenches found only cuts made previously for utility purposes.
The up-cast from the digging was examined, but produced only a single white patinated
hard hammer struck flint flake, possibly of Late Neolithic dating.
John Funnell (Archaeological Co-ordinator Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society)

Watching Brief 26 Cliff
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WHITEHAWK HILL
WATCHING BRIEF
25th February 2008
Trackway at Brighton Racecourse, Wilson Avenue, Brighton.
OS Ref. Map Pathfinder 1307, 337346
A trio of BHAS Field Unit Members consisting of W.L. & Mrs P.M.Santer and Mrs Maria
Gardiner, met on site Noon Monday 25-2-2008, to observe the activity of Edburton
Contractors Ltd. who were creating a trackway near the Whitehawk Enclosure.
The trackway runs from West to East, parallel with the South side of Brighton Racecourse,
adjacent to its fencing, terminating at Wilson Avenue. Contractors were using a tracked digger
to cut a 150 metre long, 2 metre wide track to a depth of approx.150/120mm. The spoil was
deposited to the South of the cutting and we were able to investigate it and recovered some
flint flakes, among which were a nice large scraper, together with a couple of possible thumb
scrapers. The spoil contained a great deal of broken glass, probably from bottles, some
broken brick and waste metal, also a much circulated Victorian “bun penny”, dated 1891! This
spoil was later spread around in a thin layer by the contractors to be “allowed to go back to
nature”
We walked the length of the trackway and observed more glass, brick, and general waste in
the surface but no archaeological features were seen, the cutting was so shallow that in only
one place did it reach a chalk surface.
W.Santer

Details
In February of 2008 members of the BHAS Field Unit conducted a watching brief on a small
track way being created by the Brighton and Hove City Local Access Forum Group (LAF).
The track way runs parallel and south of the Brighton race course and is on the west side of
Wilson Avenue. The watching brief was carried out due to the location of the feature being
located within the vicinity of a possible ancient landscape, and is reasonably close to the
Neolithic Causewayed Enclosure at Whitehawk Hill. The length of track way created
measured about 150 metres in length.
After the removal of top soil no features were noted in the surface revealed. However, a
number of flint flakes were recovered from the soil removed, and a single scraper.

Watching Brief Whitehawk
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Flint Work
The flint work was all hard hammered material. One flake has a white patination with 3 flakes
having a black patination and 2 flakes being more of a grey colour. Cortex was retained on 4
of the flakes (66%). Most of the flakes appear to be primary pieces.
The end scraper has a black/dark grey patination and is a very crude item.

Shell
A single piece of scallop shell was also recovered.

Conclusions
The watching brief found no evidence, in the form of features, from prehistoric time. It is
important that there is continue vigilance into any incursion into the top soil, as so little is
known about settlement from the Neolithic and Bronze Age periods. The almost untouched
down land in this area may produce important evidence in the future. . The small collection of
flint work recovered probably dates to the late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age periods. The
single shell fragment is probably associated with one of the many allotments known to have
been located on this part of Whitehawk Hill.
John Funnell 3rd March 2008
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John Funnell (Director)
Donna Angel
Judith Billingham (G)
Susan Birks (P)(S)(L) (Director)
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51 Days
29 Days
22 Days
11 Days
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13 Days
3 Days
1 Day
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16 Days
3 Days
3 Days
3 Days
44 Days
77 Days
2 Days
66 Days
1 Day
67 Days
67 Days
21 Days
1 Day
7 Days
1 Day
1 Days
4 Days
2 Days
13 Days
2 Days
7 Days
18 Days
50 Days
4 Days
13 Days
2 Days
2 Day
11 Days
3 Days
4 Days
9 Days
2 Days
2 Days
67 Days
1 Day
27 Days
16 Days
2 Days
1 Day
6 Days

Brighton
Brighton
Brighton
Burgess Hill
Burgess Hill
Brighton
Brighton
Littlehampton
Worthing
Shoreham
Brighton
Hove
Hove
Brighton
Eastbourne
Lancing
Lancing
Lancing
Brighton
Eastbourne
Eastbourne
Brighton
Polegate
Southwater
Southwater
France
Brighton
Brighton
Germany
Brighton
Brighton
Hove
Hove
Mayfield
London
Nutley
Polegate
Brighton
Portsmouth
Brighton
Uckfield
Brighton
Rustington
Spain?
Sompting
Brighton
Shoreham
Worthing
Worthing

Lesley Mighall
Nadia Khalili-Nayer
Paula
Norman Phippard (Director)(S)(G)
Helen Pierrepoint
Charlotte Riding
Linda Robinson
Cameron Ross (S)(P)
Flynne Rushton
Jane Russell
Russ Russell
Bill Santer (G)(Q)(M)(W)
Clifford Smith (M)
Pamela Smith (G)
Paul Smith
David Staveley(Director)(P)(S)(L)(G)
Pat Thomas
Sarah Vine
Bob Washington (Director)
Alex White
Rae White
Carol White (SP)(Director)
Alan White
Sue Worth
Linda Wright

3 Day
17 Days
1 Day
26 Days
1 Day
29 Days
6 Days
12 Days
1 Day
3 Day
2 Day
16 Days
6 Days
5 Days
3 Days
24 Days
3 Days
15 Days
30 Days
1 Day
1 Day
25 Days
2 Days
10 Days
17 Days

Brighton
Shoreham
Lewes
Brighton
Rottingdean
Hove
Brighton
Australia
Brighton
Brighton
Brighton
Saltdean
Hove
Brighton
Brighton
Eastbourne
Brighton
Eastbourne
Bexhill-on-sea
Newhaven
Crawley Down
Newhaven
Brighton
Brighton
Southwick

Total Attendance (Excluding Barcombe)but including Arlington
Total Days 1049 (Male 51%) (Female 49%)
Total Number of Participants 75 People, not including the Young Archaeologists Club
(YAC)

Codes
(P) Planning
(S) Section drawing
(G) Geophysics
(L) Surveying & levelling
(E) Educational Officers
(Q) Quarter master
(F) Finds processing (Although finds processing carried out by much of the team, those
with (F) process considerable amounts of site material)
© Conservator
(SP) Specialist Field
(MD) Metal Detectorist).
Updated 7th December 2008
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